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September 25, 2009

By Rande Davis

The Poolesville town gov-
ernment meeting on September 
21 was unusual in that it was 
dominated by discussion or 
vote on eight proposed ordi-
nance changes to town code. 
Five were up for a vote, and 
three were offered for public 
comment only. 

The meeting room was 
filled to capacity primarily by 
individuals wanting to speak 
on the proposed ordinance 
relating to alternative energy 
usage in the township. Most 
of the fifteen speakers on this 
issue offered varying degrees 
of support for wind turbine 
energy within the commercial 
business district (CBD). 

John Speelman of 
Poolesville Hardware request-
ed permission from the town 
last spring to install a wind 
turbine at his retail location. 
The proposed wind turbine 
could stand as high as sixty 
feet tall with fiberglass rein-
forced rotor blades having a 
diameter of twelve feet. At that 
time, a decision on his request 
was postponed until commis-
sioners received the planning 
commission recommendation 
regarding ordinance regula-
tions of its usage and other 
alternative energy. In the 
ordinance recently submitted 
by the planning commission, 
wind turbine usage within the 
CBD was not recommended. 

At the meeting, Mr. Speel-
man presented a petition of 
support from over 350 indi-
viduals, most of whom reside 

within the town. He reiterated 
his request to at least allow a 
test period of the technology 
so that all interested persons 
could better evaluate concerns 
of its installation.

Three of the speak-
ers voiced objection 
to the wind turbine 
installation on safety or 
noise issues. The others 
supported Speelman’s 
request that the instal-
lation be allowed for at 
least test purposes. After 
nearly ninety minutes of 
public testimony, Com-
mission President Eddie 
Kuhlman suggested that 
a work session between 

town commissioners and the 
planning commission be set 
up so the commissioners could 
better understand the reason-
ing of the planning commission 
in excluding wind turbine use. 
The next meeting of the plan-

Wind Turbine Issue Dominates 
Poolesville Town Meeting 

Nightingale 
Honored As 
Volunteer of 
The Year

By Rande Davis

Margaret “Maggie” Night-
ingale received a special honor 
this past August from the Mont-
gomery County Library Advi-

sory Board as the 2009 Volun-
teer of the Year. How and why 
she came to receive this special 
recognition provides insight 
into the value of dedication 
and perseverance joined by the 
benefits of following a lifelong 
passion. Her story offers many 
lessons to all of us.

Maggie’s passion for books 
and reading came at a very 
early age. Her family recalls 
that even as a youngster she 
always had “a nose stuck in her 
book.” Having an aunt who 
was the librarian in the library 
just five or six blocks from her 
home certainly influenced her 
readiness to explore books. She 
spent a lot time at that library 
and fondly recalls the days sit-

-Continued on Page 17.

-Continued on Page 7.

The parade just gets better every 
year.

The Red and the Blue, at it again. 
Why can’t we just get along?

Redskins fans are always 
welcome. More pictures inside.

There was lots to do on 
Poolesville Day. You just had to 

look.

What’s the big deal about a windmill?

Maggie Nightingale loves the 
library and the library loves 

Maggie.
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Mrs. Thomas of John Poole Middle 
School was presented with the 

Superstar Building Services Annual 
Award for 2008¬2009 for her 

active participation in the School 
Energy and Recycling Team (SERT) 
program. Pictured are Mr. Bishop, 

former principal; Mrs. Boucher, 
the new principal; Mrs. Thomas; 

Dr. Kimball, our Community 
Superintendent; and Mr. Thomas, 
Building Service Area Supervisor.

George Kephart and Kevin Brandt, 
Superintendent of the C&O Canal 

National Historical Park, were 
part of the crowd that filled the 
Poolesville Town Hall for the 

preview showing of Ken Burns’s 
PBS twelve-hour mini-series The 
National Parks: America’s Best 

Idea. 

Gabriella Brooks, an enthusiastic 
seller of raffle tickets at the season 
ending Poolesville Coed Softball 
League tournament last month, 

displays her sales winnings ($67). 
The tournament winner was The 

Ballers, led by Coach Gina Grubb.

Poolesville’s FC Pride 11U soccer 
team celebrated going undefeated in 
a tournament at the polo grounds on 

Hughes Road.
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Commentary

A Beautiful Day 
In the UpCounty

By John Clayton

There may have been any 
number of complications about 
the choice of a day for Poolesville 
Day, but the weather wasn’t one 
of them. As one visitor to the 
Monocle booth commented, mov-
ing the date closer to fall was a 
great idea because we certainly 
had beautiful, sunny, early fall 
weather.

The comment I heard most 
often, aside from how good our 
six-foot piece of purple plastic 
looked on our eight-foot table, 
was how many people were 
there and how long they stayed. 
Deep into the afternoon, if you 
looked up or down Fisher Av-
enue from just about anywhere, 
the street was full, and it was an 
impressive sight. I might add 
that just because the Poolesville 
Day Committee has done a great 
job before is no reason not to 
commend them one more time. 
A number of local citizens from 
in and around Poolesville (yes, 
not all committee members are 
from Poolesville) have stepped 
forward to help co-chairs Brice 
Halbrook and Bridget Burke 
present another stellar day. This 
is a lot of work, and we should 
all be impressed by the result 
and grateful for their efforts.

Another fine event was the 
5K Race run by the Poolesville 
Area Chamber of Commerce. 
This year, our own Rande Davis 
worked with Kathy Mihm to or-
ganize the event, something she 
has done for many years. Rande 
doesn’t always get much credit 
in the Monocle for things like this 
because it’s sort of hard for him 
to mention himself, and the rest 
of us never seem to get around to 
it, but this time, here it is. Rande 
also usually misses getting into 
the group photographs of his 
volunteer committees because 
he’s usually taking the picture. 
At any rate, Rande stepped up 
when the PACC needed a new 
leader for the event. Josh Maisel 

did the same for the Monocacy 
Lions, and there were Lions all 
over the place that morning. 
They were also assisted by Jeff 
Stempler and Bill Jamison. It was 
a great event.

Last issue, I commented that 
we probably wouldn’t see a lot 
of local politicians because it 
was an election year, but I guess 
I was wrong. In the parade, we 
had Congressman Chris Van 
Hollen, State Senator Rob Gara-
giola, State Delegate Craig Rice, 
our own County Councilman 
Mike Knapp, and at-large (and 
therefore also our own) council 
members Nancy Floreen and 
Duchy Trachtenberg, Barnesville 
Mayor Pete Menke, and I believe 
all the Poolesville commission-
ers, although I forgot to bring my 
scorecard. (If I missed anyone, 
I am truly sorry. Please get a 
bigger sign or drop by the booth 
next time.) Local bane of prop-
erty tax increases and Boydsian 
(Boydster?) Robin Ficker also 
strode down the parade route, 
although from the opposite 
direction, which I guess should 
surprise no one.

Otherwise, the political activ-
ity was, at least to my awareness, 
low key. The democrats had 
their booth and the republicans, 
ably represented by the Rural 
Women’s Republican Club, who 
were also in the parade, had 
their booth. I’m not sure if the 
democrats were in the parade, 
but since they have all the afore-
mentioned elected officials, that 
would have been overkill. There 
were various booths advocat-
ing various points of contention, 
which should remind all of us 
how fortunate we are to live in a 
free society. Actually, I only had 
one almost-political conversa-
tion, when someone came over 
and took a few cordial shots at 
Obama for my benefit. I never 
did figure out if she was trying to 
annoy me or just thought I was a 
republican. After all, here in the 
UpCounty, the odds of that were 
pretty good. Maybe she thought I 
was Rande.

I had a great time. I hope you 
did.
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Local News

Pumpkin Fun in 
The UpCounty

By Kristen Milton

For all the pumpkin pleasure 
with none of the pain, Upcounty 
residents can attend the Life is 
Good Pumpkin Festival, celebrat-
ing its fourth year in Clarksburg 
under the auspices of one of the ar-
ea’s developers, Newland Homes.

As in years past, volunteers 
will “cut and gut” approximately 
one thousand pumpkins before 
the start of the October 10 celebra-
tion, said committee chair Peggy 
Molloy, leaving attendees more 
time for decorating the gourds and 
enjoying other festival activities.

Organizers are hoping to 
bounce back from a disappoint-
ing rainout last year, when the 
pumpkins had to be sold at the 
Clarksburg Farmers Market. The 
first two festivals, in 2006 and 
2007, attracted more than eight 
hundred people, said Molloy, who 
is also Newland’s community 

relations director. The Clarksburg 
festival will be one of three “Life 
Is Good Pumpkin Festivals” being 
held at communities developed by 
Newland Homes. The others will 
be in Florida and Georgia.

This year, the pumpkins, 
provided by Scenic View Orchards 
in Sabillasville, will be joined by 
music, batting cages, historic arti-
facts, face painting, and scarecrow 
stuffing among other activities. 
Clothier “Life Is Good,” a partner 
in the festival, will sell its “opti-
mistic apparel and accessories” at 
a booth. Food vendors will offer 
hot dogs, chili, soup, hot cider 
and chocolate, kettle corn, and 
pumpkin pie. Small children who 
would rather paint than carve can 
do so with pumpkins provided by 
Moxley Farm in Damascus.

“It’s just an awesome com-
munity event,” said Donna Pfeiffer 
of Clarksburg Baseball, who has 
participated in each festival thus 
far. Pfieffer said she enjoys the 
family-focus and the chance to see 
friends and neighbors.

This year, Clarksburg Baseball 
will provide two batting cages, 
one for young children and the 

other for ages twelve and up, and 
coaches to assist those new to the 
activity. “It’s so much fun for kids 
to go in and whack some balls 
safely,” Pfieffer said.

A newer addition to the 
festival will be the Clarksburg 
Historical Society. A first attempt 
to display artifacts was derailed by 
last year’s rain, but the society will 
try again October 10.

Elizabeth Garofalo, Clarks-
burg Town Center activities 
director with Newland, hopes to 
gather about two hundred volun-
teers for the event. She said, as the 
festival enters its fourth year, “We 
really have finished the explana-
tion phase; people know what this 
is…We have sororities, we have 
private schools who make it an 
outing, corporations who come 
each year…Even Friday cleaning 
the pumpkins is very much fun.”

At the close of the festival, 
pumpkins carved over the course 
of the day are illuminated and 
displayed. Attendees can return 
for their pumpkins the next day 
to take them home, or they can 
donate them. 

“It’s really a great day,” said 
Molloy. “The kids love carving the 
pumpkins, and when you see them 
all lit up at night it’s really quite a 
sight. I think that’s what really sets 
us apart.”

“It’s a totally different experi-
ence to come see the pumpkins at 
night,” Pfieffer said, referring to 
the outing as the “second wave” 
of the event. “The pumpkins are 
up on scaffolds and you get to see 
how each one is unique and look 
for the one you made earlier in the 
afternoon.”

Some have worried that the 
festival is only an image-builder for 
Newland that will disappear once 
the area’s homeowners association 
takes over, but participants say the 
community has been supportive. 

According to the event web-
site, proceeds from the festival will 
be split between “Project Joy,” a 
non-profit that works with children 
affected by trauma, and HomeAid 
Washington, D.C. which helps 
renovate and construct homes for 
the homeless.
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School News

Poolesville 
Elementary School 
PTA Wins Award

The Poolesville Elementary 
School (PES) PTA was awarded 
the “Outstanding Volunteer 
Program Award” for its dedica-
tion and outstanding volunteer 
contributions for the 2008-2009 

school year.
Accepting the award on 

behalf of the PTA was Lynne 
Rolls, president of the PES PTA. 
The award was presented by Dr. 
Jerry D. Weast, Superintendent of 
the Montgomery County Public 
Schools, as well as MCPS officials 
at the second annual Back-to-
School Fair in Rockville, Mary-
land.

“This award is truly an honor 
and a testament to the dedication 
of PES PTA volunteers. Special 
thanks go to Lori Kocur, Vol-

unteer Coordinator, for manag-
ing the volunteer program, and 
ensuring that there is volunteer 
coverage when—and where—it 
is needed,” Rolls explains.

Poolesville Elementary 
School was one of eleven schools 
in Montgomery County accept-
ing this award. The total number 
of volunteer hours for PES PTA 
was 7,168. Award criteria were 
based upon number of hours and 
timeliness of reporting the hours 
to MCPS. 

We wish the spiritual journey  
were this easy...

•Weekly Bible Study—including online version •Adult Formation classes
•ExtremeMakeover: Spiritual Addition: 30 Day Prayer Challenge in Oct.
•St. Peter’s Cinema: Faith on Film—monthlymovies and discussion
•Children and Youth Formation
•Traditional and Contemporary worship

For more information visit us at:
www.stpeterspoolesville.org

Saint Peter’s Parish
20100 Fisher Ave.

PO BOX 387
301 349 2073

...but it’s not... 
It can take a lifetime of worship, study and prayer to find answers. 
We don’t claim to have them all, but we might be helpful in your 

search.  It’s a long journey, but it doesn’t have to be a lonely one…
and we offer meaningful worship and formation along the way.

Dr. Jerry D. Weast, Superintendent 
of MCPS, presents a certificate 
acknowledging the Poolesville 

Elementary School PTA for 
outstanding volunteer program 

for 2008¬2009 to Lynne Rolls, the 
current President of PES PTA.
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Police Blotter: Past and Present
By Jack Toomey

Current Crimes

Disorderly conduct com-
plaints: 20600 block of Wootton 
Avenue, 17600 block of Elgin 
Road, 17400 block of Hoskinson 
Road.

Drug use complaints:  17500 
block of Lilli Street, 17600 block 
of Cattail Road, 20100 block of 
Fisher Avenue, 17100 block of 
Tom Fox Avenue, 19600 block 
of Fisher Avenue, 19800 block of 
Wootton Avenue.

Past Crimes

September 24, 1958  A back-
firing tractor caused a fire that 
destroyed a two-story machine 
shed and hay mower at the W. F. 
Bullis farm near Poolesville.

September 26, 1906  A promi-
nent Montgomery County citizen 
was killed on the road between 
Rockville and Norbeck.  William 

Riggs was on his way home from 
Rockville to his home in Brookev-
ille when his buggy ran into the 
cross arm of a telephone pole.  It 
was said that his team was travel-
ing very fast and that he could 
not have survived his injuries.

September 29, 1930  A Block-
town man was being hunted by 
the police in Montgomery County 
and Washington, D.C.  after he 
attempted to rape a Hyattstown 
woman in her home.  Police said 
that William Jackson had en-
tered the house and held a razor 
against the throat of the woman.  
Her children began screaming 
which alerted her husband who 
burst into the room.  Two police 
officers were nearby and gave 
chase and Jackson escaped into 
the woods amid a hail of bullets.

September 30, 1958  Two 
Poolesville farmhands suffered 
shotgun wounds to their faces 
after another worker opened fire 
at the Sugarland farm where they 
all worked.  Police arrested the 
assailant who said that he fired 

a shot into the air after the men 
had cursed him.

October 1, 1905  Joseph Pasch 
was arrested upon the complaint 
of a woman living near Cloppers.  
The woman told authorities that 
the man had attempted to rape 

her near her home.  Pasch was 
employed by the Baltimore & 
Ohio Railroad and was supposed 
to be at work double tracking the 
railroad between Gaithersburg 
and Germantown.
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“Nightingale” Continued From 
Page 1.

ting in a window seat of the old 
library curled up reading a book. 

When she entered Kansas 
State University, she was disap-
pointed that the college did not 
offer a course in library science so 
she studied Liberal Arts instead. She 
attended the college on a scholar-
ship from the Manhattan (Kansas) 
Chamber of Commerce which 
paid the tuition, books, room, and 
babysitting fees. Not surprisingly, 
she works hard for the Poolesville 
Area Chamber of Commerce as its 
secretary. 

She and her husband Tom, 
now married fifty-three years, had 
two children while they were still 
in college. She attended part-time 
while raising her kids, subsisting 
on $200 a month and living in a 
campus dormitory-trailer. It was a 
challenge that strengthened her per-
severance skills; something which 
you soon will see was integral to 
her achievements as a volunteer in 
our library system. Tom, a veteran 
from Korea and attending college 
on the G.I. Bill, would eventually go 
on to obtain his PhD in Respiratory 
Physiology and develop a career 
with NIH. The early years were 
challenging, but as Maggie says, 
“No one ever starved.”

Although growing up only 
blocks apart, it was a date set up 
by her mom that actually got the 
couple together for the first time. 
That first date was not your typical 
one. Tom and Maggie drove an 
hour to Dayton to visit his grand-
mother, a first generation American 
and a Roman Catholic Irish woman 
who spoke with a full Irish brogue. 
We suspect in choosing that venue 
for their first date, Tom had his 
mind already made up about Mag-
gie. With Maggie, it’s good that she 
wasn’t inclined toward first impres-
sions. “I thought at the time he was 
the weirdest date ever,” she recalls.

Eventually, they found their 
way to Poolesville in 1977. Mag-
gie wanted a small town with a 
close-knit community, their realtor 
kept showing them homes in Silver 
Spring and Rockville. Maggie 
persevered, and they moved into a 
$65,000 model home in the Westerly 
subdivision in Poolesville. The real-
tor, he moved on too. He became a 

priest. 
Maggie quickly immersed her-

self into her church and community 
and began volunteering at the public 
library which at the time was in the 
Poolesville High School. Librarian 
Kathy White must have recognized 
the persuasive power of Maggie 
because she asked her to help in 
lobbying the county council for new 
library space. Maggie took a course 
in “effective lobbying” offered by 
the League of Women Voters and 
another offered by the county coun-
cil. If results mean anything, she 
must have been a star student.

Maggie is a demure, soft-spo-
ken woman who exemplifies the 
adage “actions speak louder than 
words.” Polite and slight in stature, 
she must have looked like an easy 
pushover to the county council 
when she first came to testify on 
behalf of having a storefront library 
in town. Those big, stern men soon 
learned a thing or two from her. 
Told that the county couldn’t afford 
a library in Poolesville, Maggie 
reminded them that we in the Up-
county are taxpayers too and opined 
that perhaps secession wouldn’t 
be such a bad thing since Frederick 
County certainly would like to have 
Poolesville within its domain. Her 
charm, wit, and intense support for 
her cause eventually won them over. 
In an attempt to dissuade her, she 
was told nothing could be done for 
five years at least. Five years later, 
Poolesville had the library in the 
shopping center in town. Her work 
didn’t end there, though. Year after 
year, she continued to lobby for 
more: more space, more books, and 
more hours. Today, she may be one 
of the most recognized and appreci-
ated Poolesville residents among 
the county leadership. It is said that 
County Executive Doug Duncan, 
who could be very stern and non-
committal to most petitioners of the 
county, always smiled when Maggie 
came to make her case. Even today, 
whenever Councilman Mike Knapp 
sees her, he simply smiles and right 
away says, “Hi, Maggie, I know, the 
library needs…”

Maggie’s love of books has 
caused her to always have them 
around—even in the car. Her 
daughter Tish seemed to have her 
mother’s natural passion for the 
power of books. Asked once why 
they always had books in the car, 

the girls’ answer was simple: “You 
never know when you might need 
to read.” Tish Brownley lives in 
Tennessee today and Maggie’s other 
daughter, Cay Keller lives in Comus. 
Son Dennis lives above Hyattstown 
and has joined his dad in the family 
business, Nightingale Decorating, 
a house painting service. She stays 
busy with her family which includes 
eight grandchildren, and she volun-
teers as administrator for education 
at Our Lady of the Presentation. 
Even with all that, she fills her emp-
ty moments working part-time at 

Lord and Taylor and curling up with 
a book, most likely one by Jennifer 
Evanovich. “I love her light-hearted 
mysteries, especially one character 
who is a crazy grandmother.”

For so many years as the voice 
and advocate for the Poolesville 
Library and as someone recently 
re-elected as the president of the 
Poolesville Library Advisory Board, 
we can all have a sense of gratitude 
to Maggie. So the next time you 
check out a book at the library, tell 
’em you just had a “need to read” 
and that this one is for Maggie.
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Youth Sports

PHS Boosters Renew 
Their Efforts 
An Interview with Jeff 
Oyer, President of the 
Poolesville High School 
Athletic Club

By Jeff Stuart

MM: What is the Booster 
Club’s primary mission?

Oyer: The primary mission of 
the PHS Boosters is to raise mon-
ey to support and supplement 
the   athletic program budget at 
PHS. The key to our success is 
the generosity and involvement 
of the parents of every athletic 
participant at PHS. 

MM: What are your goals 
and aspirations for this year and 
in general? 

Oyer: Short-term goals in-
clude helping maintain facilities 
to their optimal level, continuing 
basic fundraising, and optimizing 
attendance at our games. We feel 
strongly that in a small commu-
nity like Poolesville, the athletics 
program should be one of the key 
areas for the school and commu-
nity to rally around. We want to 
make it a place that people just 
naturally want to go to whether 
they have a child in the school or 
on that team or not. Right now, 
a lot of our sports just draw the 
athletes’ parents. We want to 
change that to include sports fans 
in general.

MM: For fans or parents 
who might consider helping, 
describe what the Boosters do.

Oyer: The PHS Athletic 
Booster Club organizes and facili-
tates the operation of the conces-
sion stand at all sporting events. 
We partner with the parents of 
each team to make sure that the 
concession stand has adequate 
volunteers at each game to run 
the stand. This year, the Booster 
Club will begin using the old 
ticket booth/concession stand to 
start selling spirit wear. It has just 
been used for storage in the past. 
We are in the process of painting 
it and have built new shelves. 
Spirit wear has mostly been sold 

at the varsity football games, but 
with our new building, we hope 
to sell items at all home games 
for all sports. 

MM: What kind of things do 
the funds raised by the Boosters 
go toward? 

Oyer: Last year, we pur-
chased a new zero-turn lawn-
mower and a gator to be used 
on our athletic facilities. We’ve 
helped to remodel our weight 
room. We purchased state 
championship jackets for our 
volleyball team last year. There 
are many more things to come. 
The proceeds can be used for just 
about anything to supplement 
the athletic director’s budget. Just 
a couple of weeks ago, we pur-
chased about $1,000 in supplies 
for the First Annual Field Work 
Day. The building facilities staff 
has been shorthanded, and we 
wanted to make sure the stadium 
and surrounding facilities were 
in great shape—something our 
student athletes could be proud 
of. 

MM: What, when, and 
where are your major fundrais-
ing events?

Oyer: Our basic operations 
include running the conces-
sion stand and selling spirit 
wear at home games. We also 
have a booth to sell spirit wear 
at Poolesville Day. We have a 
mulch sale in the spring with all 
athletes participating. We also 
put on an annual golf tourna-
ment with a portion of the pro-
ceeds going to the Jake Perkins 
Scholarship Fund which goes to 
both a senior male and female 
athlete who meet certain criteria. 
The recipients are selected by a 
committee including the athletic 
director, Jake Perkins’s mother, 
and other administrators within 
the school. In a typical year, we 
will award $1,000 to both a male 
and a female athlete. 

For game updates and more 
information on the booster club 
visit, www.phsboosterclub.word-
press.com.
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PAA Football on 
Comeback Trail

By Dominique Agnew

In a complete reversal of 
last year’s football season, the 
Poolesville Athletic Association’s 
football teams were all—all five 
age groups and teams—unde-
feated after three weekends. 
“This has never happened in the 
history of PAA,” says PAA Foot-
ball Director Chris Lee.

A number of events have 
contributed to this turnaround. 
The Mid-Maryland Youth Foot-
ball and Cheer League (MMY-
FCL), which PAA joined last year, 
developed another division to 
create a more balanced playing 
field for smaller programs like 
PAA and for the second teams of 

the very large football programs 
of Howard and Frederick Coun-
ties. “We did a lot of research and 
a lot of work,” says Lee, “and the 
kids are winning games…they’re 
good games.” There are minimal 
blowouts or lopsided scores. The 
main goal of MMYFCL was for 
everyone to play equal football, 
adds Lee. 

PAA Football also boasts 
good coaches throughout the 
program. “We have great coaches 
in the right places,” says Lee. The 
good coaching even extends to 
the flag football program which 
has a record number of partici-
pants. 

Even though numbers are 
up for flag, they’re down overall 
from last year’s number—pos-
sible ramifications of the difficult 
2008 season—but in the end, 
that was a good thing. Instead 
of fielding six teams, the talent 
is spread over five teams. The 
kids who stuck it out are the ones 

who really want 
to play football. 
“Our goal is 
to have all five 
teams make the 
playoffs,” adds 
Lee.

The new 
league, great 
coaching, and 
player commit-
ment have all 
combined to 
bring success 
for 2009 and 
will be the solid 
foundation for a 
more successful 
program in the 
coming years.

Youth Sports

PAA Football’s Nick Fisher takes down an 
opponent during a home game.
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Poolesville Day 2009
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-Continued on Page 14.

Things to Do

Get Your Yankee Candles 
Here

Get great holiday gifts and 
help John Poole Middle School 
by ordering Yankee Candles 
during the JPMS Yankee Candle 
Fundraising Sale.  The sale will 
continue through October 12.  
Every JPMS student has a Yankee 
Candle sales packet.  Orders will 
be delivered before Thanksgiv-
ing. 

For more information, 
contact Sharon Armstrong at 
awakejake1@aol.com or Marilyn 
Soltis at marilynsoltis@hotmail.
com or just call your local JPMS 
neighbor.

September 26
Manor Lutheran Parish Com-

munity Yard Sale Benefit 
Saint Matthew Lutheran 

Church, Church Hill (4004 Bal-
lenger Creek Pike, south of Fred-
erick), Manor Lutheran Parish, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA), will host its Fall 
Community Yard Sale, Saturday, 
September 26, from 9:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. Items likely will in-
clude a variety of attic treasures, 
kitchen gadgets, antiques, crafts, 
clothing, toys, baked goods, mu-
sical instruments, and books. 

The function will benefit 
St. Matthew’s, as well as its two 
sister congregations within the 
parish. Both indoor and outdoor 
tables are available at ten dollars 
apiece. Lunch will be provided, 
and all activities will take place 
indoors in the event of rain. The 
contact number is 301-874-8409.

September 27
Concert in the Park
Featuring: Brian Gross
7:00 p.m.

October 1
Ski Club Meeting
The Frederick Ski Club will 

hold its October meeting Thurs-
day, October 1 at Edo Japanese 
Cuisine at 190 Thomas Johnson 
Drive, Frederick. Come and hear 
about the variety of events tak-
ing place this fall as well as our 

plans for the coming season’s ski 
trips. Social hour is at 7:00 p.m. 
with the meeting beginning at 
8:00 p.m. For more information, 
call 301-695-4417 or visit www.
frederickskiclub.com.

October 2
Monocacy Lions Golf Tour-

nament
The premier charity golf-

ing event of the season begins 
with lunch at 11:30 a.m. at the 
Poolesville Golf Course. Sponsor 
a team, form a foursome, or sign 
up by yourself and join a team. 
Call Rande Davis (301-349-0070) 
or John Clayton (301-349-0071) 
for details or to sign up. You can 
also visit www.monocacyonline.
com and download the registra-
tion form.

Art League Meeting
The Art League of German-

town will meet at 7:15 p.m. in the 
Gallery at the BlackRock Center 
for the Arts in Germantown. The 
speaker will be gallery owner, 
curator, juror, and acclaimed pro-
fessional photographer Catriona 
Fraser, of the Fraser Gallery in 
Bethesda.  The topic is the busi-
ness of art, including tips on how 
to enter shows and competitions. 
Questions? Please check our web-
site at www.alog.org.

October 3
57th Annual Lord’s Acre 

Festival 
2009 Offers a Big New Sur-

prise
Memorial United Methodist 

Church – Poolesville
Something for the whole 

family to enjoy: The traditional 
event includes musical enter-
tainment, silent auction, moon 
bounce, delicious ready-to-eat 
food, and Memorial’s trademark 
apple butter; however, this year 
brings something very new and 
very exciting.   For fans of “The 
Antiques Road Show” and those 
who are dying to know the value 
of their collectibles, Lord’s Acre 
will have a very well-known ap-
praiser on hand to offer evalua-
tions of antiques, collectibles, or 
items of curiosity.  So bring the 

Tidbits of the 
Past

By Jack Toomey

September 2, 1934 Mr. and 
Mrs. Compher, Mr. and Mrs. Kohl-
hoss, Mrs. and Mrs. Fritz, Messers, 
Wilson Poole, Dick Sellman, Orme, 
Benoni Allnut, and Lige White 
spent the week at the Century of 
Progress Exposition in Chicago.

September 6, 1932 Boyds 
defeated Gaithersburg on Labor 
Day afternoon to win the champi-
onship of the Montgomery County 
Baseball League.

September 10, 1934 Edythe 
Turner, Montgomery County 
Home Demonstration agent gave 
a presentation in Poolesville on the 
art of finishing wood floors.

September 10, 1935 Mont-
gomery County citizens were 
scheduled to vote on the repeal of 
the 18th Amendment. Observers 
expected the county to vote for the 
sale of alcoholic beverages in the 
county. Voting was to be held at 
Town Hall in Poolesville, Gibson’s 
Store in Clarksburg, Beall’s Garage 

in Darnestown, and in Barnesville 
at the Grange Hall.

September 13, 1936 Mrs. Beryl 
Gray, Mason Gray, and Robert 
Haller returned home after a vaca-
tion at Cape May, New Jersey.

September 15, 1939 A desire 
for improved health services in 
Poolesville was indicated by a 
report issued by the county health 
staff nurses. A venereal disease 
clinic and a general health clinic 
were suggested. A building was 
available but money was needed to 
repair it and install equipment.

September 23, 1940 Ann Lee 
Tipton of Dickerson was selected 
to participate in the Farm and 
Home radio broadcast on the first 
Saturday of November where there 
will be a nationwide radio hookup 
involving 4-H work. Miss Tipton 
had been an outstanding 4-H club 
worker and was a junior at the 
Poolesville High School.

September 25, 1940 The 
Shipley Soccer League announced 
reorganization for the coming 
season. Teams will be fielded from 
the towns of York, Pa, Frederick, 
Poolesville, Brunswick, Walkers-
ville, and five other places.

Poolesville 5K Race results are available at 
www.poolesvillechamber.com
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vase that was handed down 
from your great-great-grandmoth-
er, the old book that you purchased 
at an estate sale decades ago, or the 
sketch signed by a well-known art-
ist of the nineteenth century.  Who 
knows what you’ll find.  You won’t 
know by staying home. The festival 
hours are from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 
p.m. with evaluations from 10:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  There is no charge 
for evaluations, but donations will 
be accepted.

Fire Prevention Week
The Upper Montgomery 

County Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment will Kick-Off the 2009 Fire 
Prevention Week with its annual 
Open House from 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. This year’s theme is “Stay 
Fire Smart! Don’t Get Burned.” 
The department will have static 
displays, events for the kids, safety 
information, and refreshments. The 
firehouse is located at 19801 Bealls-
ville Rd., Beallsville.  Come on out 
and visit the firehouse and meet 

the firefighters who protect our
community. For more informa-
tion on Fire Prevention Week 2009 
(October 4 to 10) please visit
www.firepreventionweek.org or 
visit www.umcvfd.org.

Autumn Countryside Bike Tour 
Presented by the Montgom-

ery Countryside Alliance and the 
Potomac Pedalers

Enjoy views of Sugarloaf and 
the beautiful rolling countryside of 
the Ag Reserve from your bicycle 
seat. You can choose from routes of 
seventeen, twenty-five, thirty-five, 
fifty-four, or sixty-seven miles. All 
routes stop at Kingsbury’s Orchard 
where you can join cyclists for a 
lunch sponsored by MCA and the 
Potomac Pedalers. Depending on 
which route you choose, stops also 
include Homestead Farm or Sug-
arloaf Mountain Vineyard. No reg-
istration required. Staggered start 
beginning at 9:30 a.m. at Poolesville 
High School, 17501 West Willard 
Road. Required equipment (no sag 
support provided): bicycle in good 
working condition, helmet, water 
bottles, pump and spare tube, 

sunscreen. For more details and 
questions, contact Denise Cohen at 
bikergal101@yahoo.com.

Community Yard Sale
Forest Grove United Methodist 

Church, Route 28, Dickerson Road, 
Dickerson. Lunch and bake sale. 
To reserve space and a table, call 
301-874-2284

Apple Fest
Dickerson Methodist Church
Carnival Games for Kids
Moon Bounce
Apples and Pumpkins
Food and Beverages
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Local Phenomenon
Would you like to see a show 

for free?  Well, it could happen!  
Mike Super, winner of NBC’s 2007 
hit show Phenomenon, is wager-
ing his psychic abilities against the 
price of the tickets for this appear-
ance at the Weinberg Center for the 
Arts.  Mike Super, before an audi-
ence of Frederick City officials, will 
reveal his prediction of the head-
lines that appear in the newspaper 
on the day of his show, October 16.  
The catch? These predictions will 
have been recorded over a month 
before the show! The prediction 
was placed in a locked Frederick 
NewsPost newspaper box on top 
of the Center’s marquee on Sep-
tember 17 and will remain there 
until the day of the show.  The key 
to the box was safely placed in the 
vault at PNC Bank in downtown 
Frederick.  The prediction will 
remain locked and chained until 
October 16 when Mike reveals his 
predictions.  Don’t miss out on this 
challenge. Buy your tickets early 
and guarantee that you have a 

chance at a refund if Mike is incor-
rect.  Prices range from $20 to  $30 
and kids under the age of 16 are 
only $12. Tickets are on sale now 
at the center box office, by phone 
at 301-600-2828, or online at www.
weinbergcenter.org

October 8 to October 10
Mega Rummage Sale

Just around the corner is 
another fabulous Rummage Sale 
at St. Peter’s Parish, and this time it 
will be bigger than ever! So come, 
have fun, and shop for bargains. If 
you can’t find what you are looking 
for, then you probably don’t need 
it. There are thousands of house-
hold items, clothing for the whole 
family, books, electronics (need 
another computer?), furniture for 
every room in your house, jew-
elry, linens, baby equipment, toys, 
sporting items, tools, one-of-a-kind 
treasures, and so much more. To 
donate your unwanted stuff, drop 
off anytime between Saturday, Sep-
tember 26 and Tuesday, October 
6. Hours are Thursday, October 8 
from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.; Fri-
day, October 9 from 9:00 a.m. to 
8:00 p.m.; and Saturday, October 
10 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. St. 
Peter’s is located at 20100 Fisher 
Avenue in Poolesville. Call 301-349-
2073 for more information.   

October 9 to 11
Country Artisan Tour

Self-guided tour of local artists’ 
studios

www.countrysideartisans.com.
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

“Things to Do” Continued From 
Page 12.
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ning commission is sched-
uled for October 14. 

There were two other ordi-
nances up for public comment 
during the hearing. Ordinance 
#176 would amend the public 
code restricting the parking of 
certain commercial vehicles, 
buses, and recreational vehicles 
within specified areas in the 
town. The ordinance #177 dealt 
with road construction standards.

Additionally, there were five 
ordinances eligible to be voted 
on based on a public hearing 
held September 8, 2009. Of these 
ordinances, three were passed, 
one was defeated, and one was 
referred back to town staff for 
revision in wording. Passing by a 
5-0 vote were: Anti-Blight (#171) 
which restricts outside storage 
of construction equipment/ma-
terial, incomplete construction, 
solid waste accumulation, inop-
erable vehicles, etc.; Ordinance 
#172 which permits the sale of 
Christmas trees by non-profits 
in half, half, and three-quarter 
zones between December 1 and 
December 25 providing the seller 
has parking spaces for at least 
twenty cars on the property; and 
Ordinance #173 which changes 
the allowable sideline setback for 
accessory (storage) buildings on 
residential property from ten feet 

to five feet.

Ordinance #175 which would 
have required all special excep-
tions and variances to be forward-
ed to the Poolesville Planning 
Commission died since no motion 
was offered by a commissioner to 
vote on it. 

Ordinance #174 which would 
have prevented a special excep-
tion consideration for an increase 
in vehicle use in residential 
shared driveways was referred 
back to staff and the town attor-
ney for changes in wording and 
will be brought up again at the 
next commissioners’ meeting.

 Copies of all ordinances are 
available at the town hall.

On other matters, the 
Poolesville Military Support 
Group presented a plaque to 
the commissioners expressing 
gratitude for the town support 
for their picnic and fishing event 
for wounded soldiers which also 
raises funds for Fisher House, 
a residence for visiting military 
family.

An issue outstanding from 
the previous town meeting of 
September 8 addresses concern 
for state budget cutbacks which 
might cost the town $250,000 in 
lost revenue from highway user 
funds. A work session on Sep-
tember 26 will address options 
for the town in adjusting for that 
shortfall.

“Town Meeting” Continued From 
Page 1.

Morningstar Takes Second 
Place in Derby Competition

Tyler Morningstar finished 
second overall in the Annual 
Pack 694 Pinewood Derby Com-
petition held at the Poolesville 
Baptist Church this past spring 
and then went on to take second 
place overall in the District Re-
gional Pinewood Derby Compe-
tition held in Germantown.  It 
was quite an accomplishment for 
the fourth grader at Poolesville 
Elementary School since there 
were over seventy-five competi-
tors in the race. Each participant 
raced his own self-made Pine-
wood Derby car. This was Tyler’s 

Tidbit third trip to the District Regional 
competition.

Tyler Morningstar won big at the 
Pinewood Derby.
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Marketplace

Youth Sports

CHS Boosters 
Club: More 
Than Just Fans

By Jeff Stuart

The Monocle interviewed 
Sue Apple, the president of the 
Clarksburg High School Athletic 
Boosters Club, to learn more about 
the role and goals of the group in 
supporting the sports program 
at the school. “Our main focus is 
to provide additional equipment, 
uniforms, and supplies to the 
athletic department that are not 
provided by MCPS,” says Apple. 

In this economic climate with the 
schools coping with budget cuts, it 
is so important.

It may surprise readers to 
learn just how extensive the list 
for such things has become. The 
Boosters provide field mainte-
nance, championship banners, 
team awards, and championship 
patches for athletes. They have 
provided hurdles and equipment 
for the track team, uniforms for the 
poms, cheerleaders, and junior var-
sity girls’ lacrosse teams. They are 
responsible for the scorers’ table 
and players’ chairs inside the gym. 
Providing bus transportation to 
region finals for the cheerleaders, 
poms, and the band are just some 
of the additional things they do.

“Each year, we are given a 
wish list by the athletic director,” 
Apple says. “We have been very 
successful so far in meeting the 

yearly goals put before us. We start 
our fundraising plans in June for 
the next school year. We typically 
hold a golf tournament fundraiser 
in the fall. This year, the tourna-
ment is at Little Bennett Golf 
Course on October 5. 

The purchase of Coyote spirit 
wear not only provides essential 
funds but adds to the motivating 
spirit at games. New in spirit this 
year is a blue “Whistling Coyote 
Rally Towel.” Coyote fans and 
supporters can check out the 
Boosters’ website (access via the 
school site) for spirit wear items.

Beyond the sale of spirit gear, 
they are in charge of concessions, 
membership, and special events 
throughout the year. Their sup-
porting role goes beyond meeting 
certain financial needs to include 
encouraging team support at 
games. “We try to go to as many 
sporting events as possible,” says 
Apple. “Obviously, the larger 
sporting events are where we are 
needed most.” 

Each year, the CHS Boosters 

award two $500 athletic scholar-
ships to senior student athletes 
(one male and one female) who 
have demonstrated superior ath-
letic and academic performance. 
All nominated student athletes 
who meet the predetermined 
requirements have an equal chance 
of winning. 

Of course, the Boosters need 
boosters, too. At CHS, the club gets 
a lot of support and guidance from 
Athletic Director Mike Riley and 
understanding from family mem-
bers when booster members are off 
helping out at games and events—
volunteering as a booster often be-
comes a family affair. Sue points to 
the hard work and success of past 
club leadership in establishing such 
a strong foundation for the work 
of the current board. CHS Booster 
officers are Gary Baumgarten, vice 
president-sales and communica-
tion; Patty Kelly, fundraising and 
events; Doty Hills, treasurer; and 
Debra Veith, secretary.
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