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Appearing at the Town of Poolesville 
commissioners’ November 16 meeting, 
local entrepreneur David Therriault 
and his wife Sandy discussed with the 
commissioners their interest in pur-
chasing and restoring the Old Methodist 
Church on West Willard Road. The 
building is currently owned by the 
town and, over the years, has been 
used as everything from a telegraph 
office for the Union Army to the town’s 
meeting hall to the Friendly Thrift 
Shop. Concern about the old building 
has risen since the Friendly Thrift  
Shop moved to its current location on 
Elgin Road, and the old building has  
been abandoned.

Therriault opened by saying he 
wanted to “clarify his thoughts” about 
the building. He noted that articles in 
the Monocle had appeared about the 
structure, including initial thoughts he 
had about how it might be used. He 
wanted to be more specific about his 
goals and thinking.

He remarked that, in the past year, 
in part due to the opening of the  

outdoor gathering spot he and his wife 
have established called Locals, the 
“town has really come alive and the old 
town’s core is attracting families and 
lots of energy.” He thinks the former 
church could “continue the energy and 
revitalize the old downtown.”

He and his wife are in the process of 
creating a nonprofit entity to manage 
the building once it is restored. They 
have also hired an executive director 
to run the organization. The focus of 
the nonprofit is to promote arts of all 
genres from performing to painting 
and sculpting. They want the building 
to remain a landmark in town and  
in the county, and they envision it  
becoming a smaller but just as lively 
version of other county arts centers such 
as the BlackRock Center for the Arts.

He added that Rande Davis has 
been highlighting the building’s past 
as a telegraph office during the Civil 
War and said that he sees no problem in 
partnering on that idea. Reenactments 
and live demonstrations as well as  
exhibits focused on the building’s role 

in the war are a form of performance 
too and would not be in conflict with 
the new purpose of the building.

The reaction from the commissioners 
was overwhelmingly positive. Com-
missioner Martin Radigan was a bit 
skeptical that a museum would work 
well with the arts center concept, but 
he also noted that given the work the 
Therraiults had done with the opening 
of Locals, he is prepared to give them 
“a lot of leeway.” He also said that 
while he is very supportive of the con-
cept the Therriaults had discussed, he 
wanted to make sure the building 
could be reclaimed by the town if the 
idea did not work. David Therriault 
said he would be prepared to include a 
right of first refusal in the contract to 
satisfy Radigan’s concern.

Commissioner Ed Reed said that a 
museum could serve multiple purpos-
es. There are a range of historic sites 
around town and groups involved in 
telling the stories of the past. These 

The Upper Montgomery County 
Volunteer Fire Department (UMCVFD) 
held its seventy-fifth anniversary ban-
quet on October 30 , 2021 at the Urbana 
Fire Hall. The grand evening was  
enjoyed by the close members of  
department as well as a few local and 
county representatives. UMCVFD was 
established April 29, 1946, but due to 
restrictions from the pandemic, the 
event was postponed to the fall. 

The pandemic has seen many untold 
heroic efforts from so many folks and 
some from within the very walls of 
UMCVFD. Both career and volunteer 
staffing stepped up and worked end-
less long, extra, and exhausting shifts 
while dealing with policy changes that 
were occurring on a daily and some-
times hourly basis. Many worked these 

Continued on page 17.

Jim Clifford and Dr. Mark Smitherman 
know that being in deep water is not 
always bad. What’s their secret? Find 
out on page 9. 

This guy is also a hall of famer. His 
“Steel” blue eyes might just give it 
away! See more on page 4.

No, Jeff Eck is not celebrating his 75th 
birthday, but you can see more pics of 
who is in Family Album on page 2. 

While Bob Cissel may know how to 
strike a pose, it doesn’t mean you can 
erase some decades away. More details 
in Tidbits on page 8. 

Proposal to Purchase Old Methodist Church Wins 
Praise from Commissioners By Link Hoewing

UMCVFD Celebrates Its 75th Anniversary By Heather Haller

Continued on page 16.

This is the UMCVFD Société Bonnet Orange (SBO) which was formed in  
2019 by Firefighter/EMT-B Jeffery Eck to recognize those volunteer members 

that consistently provide exemplary EMS services to our community.  
Pictured: LOSAP Coordinator Margie Schultz, EMT-B Peter Poggi,  

EMT-B Alexa Brown, EMT-B Cynthia Stephens, Firefighter III/EMT-B  
Tom Sowinski, and Founder Firefighter/EMT-B Jeffery Eck.
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Family Album

Grand Opening of the Sweet Lemon gift shop: Tom Kettler  
(PACC president); Commissioners Jim Brown, Jeff Eck, and  
Martin Radigan; PJ and Katie Horan and family (owner);  

Commission president Kerri Cook; and town manager Tony Tomasello.UMCVFD Chief Mike Burns, Jeffery Eck, Peter Poggi, Chief Mike White,  
Alexa Brown, treasurer Lynn Bodmer, board member Lee Hunter,  

UMCVFD president Heather Haller, and auxiliary president Ann Bauer.

Members of Poolesville’s American Legion  
Daniel-Jeffers Post 247 at Veterans Day event.

Many were in attendance at this year’s Veterans Day ceremony at Whalen Commons.

Local scouts packaged food items donated  
via their annual door-to-door campaign.
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School News

Local PHS Students Fight Educational  
Inequity through National Organization
by Lauren Raskin

Poolesville High School seniors, Abigail Stafford and Sarah Tang, through  
the development of a virtual platform and utilization of community-based  
connections, founded a nonprofit organization dedicated to combating educa-
tional equity in local schools: Education 4 Advancement, also known as E4A, 
works to provide free, accessible, and professional educational development  
opportunities for youth across the nation. 

With its inception in the winter of 2019, Education 4 Advancement initially 
began with a focused effort on the Poolesville community. “We really just started 
as just a group of friends, maybe five or so,” described Stafford, “sitting down 
and strategizing who we wanted to tutor and how.” In collaboration with John 
Poole Middle School’s after-school Homework Help Club, E4A commissioned a 
group of two to three high school tutors on a biweekly basis to tutor sixth through 
eighth grade students in subjects such as math, technological fluency, science, 
languages, and more. Each session, one tutor of a particular academic discipline 
was assigned to engage in one-on-one personalized tutoring, guiding students 
through areas of improvement and assisting in general homework help and test 
corrections. Katie Hendricks, a member of the PHS Humanities magnet pro-
gram, tutored specifically in course work relating to English and Writing. “You 
could really see [the student's] progression as the weeks passed… the idea that  
I was making a tangible difference was most impactful for me.” 

As the pandemic swept across the country in early March of 2020, Education 4 
Advancement was one of the many programs which was forced to temporarily 
pause operations. With the closure of the traditional brick and mortar educa-
tional setting, E4A was unable to proceed with regular in-person functions.  
Adamant in their dedication to continue helping students, E4A presidents and 
tutors alike worked feverishly to adapt to new and unprecedented circumstanc-
es. “If anything, our work was more necessary during the height of the  
pandemic—disparity in resources, especially for students of color and low socio-
economic status, was exacerbated greatly by COVID,” said Sarah Tang. With  
renewed determination, E4A turned virtual, offering online tutoring services 
which quickly expanded beyond the boundaries of Montgomery County, and 
even Maryland. Within months, the service expanded to 110 students across  
ten states, resulting in the creation of a national service defined by its bright  
and motivated members. Further, Stafford and Tang took advantage of their 
large virtual forum by introducing monthly free education webinars covering  
a variety of topics such as navigation of the college admissions process and  
compilation of personal resumes. 

Education 4 Advancement’s work is far from over. Intent on continued  
expansion, both in terms of numbers and scope, there are no limits to E4A’s  
nationwide impact on today’s learners. Leaders, persisting through many  
obstacles, are driven by their passion for educational equity and equipping  
children with skills necessary for lifetime success. “I truly have a love for what  
I do,” said Stafford vehemently, “and plan to continue fighting for my goal of 
equality in learning as I enter college.”
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Local News

Markoff Inducted  
Into Hall of Fame
By Rande Davis

Nick “Chief” Markoff, whose family 
owns and operates Calleva Outdoors 
and Markoff’s Haunted Forest, was  
inducted into the Steel Valley Hall of 
Fame in Pennsylvania on November 12.

The HOF program is sponsored by 
Carnegie of Homestead whose mission 
is to provide programs and facilities 
that enhance learning, wellness, and 
quality of life within and outside the 
Steel Valley. The Carnegie of Home-
stead uplifts and improves the lives  
of youths, families, and the elderly,  
by serving as a community activities  
center for residents and groups in the 
Mon Valley, Pennsylvania.

The Steel Valley Hall of Fame began 
in 2008 as an effort to honor current and 
former historical and contemporary 
residents of the Steel Valley who have 
achieved outstanding accomplishments 

in the arts, sciences, sports, business, 
and community service. The 2020 class 
was the fourth class inducted into the 
Steel Valley Hall of Fame.

Markoff is a graduate of the United 
States Naval Academy, the Naval Jet 
Pilot School, and American University. 
He holds a BS in engineering and  
a master’s degree in education. He  
excelled in football while playing at 
the Naval Academy and was the  
recipient of the longest touchdown 
pass from Roger Staubach in the 1962 
classic Army Navy game. 

He retired as a captain from the U.S. 
Navy. As a teacher and coach, he was a 
semi-finalist for the Teacher in Space 
Program. He has served as teacher and 
athletic director of an athletic program 
at Maret School in Maryland. He  
generously spends his retirement time 
at Valley Mill Camp for children and 
overseeing his sons direct Calleva Out-
doors. He honors his Bulgarian heri-
tage by dancing with his family and 
remembering his grandparents, who 
founded the Bulgarian Macedonian 
National Educational and Cultural 
Center in West Homestead.

Rande(m) 
Thoughts

If We Close Our Eyes 
And Click Our Heels, 
Maybe Dreams Can 
Still Come True
By Rande Davis

It’s amazing how sometimes, right 
out of nowhere, solutions to dilemmas 
can emerge.

Over the last two issues, in Rand(m) 
Thoughts, I have wrestled with concerns 
regarding the future of the historic Old 
Methodist Church, which most recently 
served as the home of the Friendly 
Thrift Shop. A historical centerpiece of 
the Town of Poolesville since 1826, its 
future came into question when, due 
to safety concerns, it was removed 
from public use.

Without going back over all that has 
transpired in the month since the first 
column was printed, I will briefly state 
that my purpose was to fully explore 
the facility’s historic role and how  
that history might be leveraged to  
assist our local economy by expanding 
daytrip tourism.

Two new, interesting uses came  
forward, one as a hostel for C&O  
Canal hikers and bikers and the other 
as an adjunct to a future national tele-
graph museum. Then David Therriault 
of Locals restaurant flagged me down 
one day as I was walking through town, 
and I was pleasantly surprised to  
hear of his vision of using the building 
as the nucleus of our very own micro-
cultural performance arts center. Little 
Hyattstown, Maryland already has the 

perfect model in its Hyattstown Mill 
Arts Project, where artists, poets, mu-
sicians, and performers come together 
in community to share their talents with 
events open to the public. The best 
part of Dave’s idea was that, within his 
vision, he fully agrees we could easily 
incorporate much of what I was  
hoping for in history and tourism.

We recently have organized an ad 
hoc exploratory committee of local 
residents and business leaders to  
explore ways to best use the building, 
but with David’s vision now on the 
table, the focus can now shift to assist 
him in his journey while using our  
collective connections and experience 
to see if use of the facility might still 
offer C&O Canal users a respite from 
travels and periodically use the site to 
present living history performances of 
a Union Signal Corp using the tele-
graph. How fun for kids to send a  
telegram from the building over to the 
Old Town Hall Bank Museum, per-
haps. We even could work with pro-
moters of a telegraph museum to lend 
us special exhibits for that building. So 
many ideas, so little time.

The committee will meet for the first 
time on December 4. Perhaps all this 
can culminate in a return of a Pooles-
ville in History Day, a special event  
offered five years ago that proved very 
successful in not only garnering public 
participation but in raising nearly 
$4,000.00 for the Historic Medley  
District, Inc. 

If you are as excited as I am for our 
future, be sure to thank Dave for his 
vision and to thank our commissioners 
for, while still awaiting final details, 
voicing support for it.
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In Your Own Backyard

Vandals Destroying Local  
National Historic Site: Part 2
By Jon Wolz

In reporting the story about vandalism at the Seneca Quarry Mill, I met with 
Bob Albiol. Bob and his wife Loreto are the resident curators of the Seneca quar-
ry master’s house. The exterior of the house is two and a half stories high and is 
made of both rough cut and polished red sandstone. When he and his wife first 
saw the house in the early 1980s, it was in ruins with all kinds of different trash 
strewn about and with overgrown shrubs and brush growing out of control. The 
house has been magnificently restored, and both Bob and Loreto are now a  
permanent part of the history of Seneca and the Seneca Quarry. 

Bob also described the history of the area from the Native Americans who once 
lived on top of the hill overlooking the Potomac River to the Civil War history 
that included the Union soldiers stay on top of the hill. Quarry workers’ homes 
were once on top of the hill. He described how the quarry operated, including 
the use of derricks to lift the quarried stone from the side of the hill to the top of 
the hill where the stones were loaded into gondolas that were pulled by mules on 
tracks along the top of the hill. 

Bob recalled that in 1990, an old man with the last name of Connell stopped  
by, asking to see the house. Mr. Connell related that when he was ten, in 1930, he 
had once looked out from the roof with no trees back then and could see the 
Washington Monument. I later determined that Mr. Connell was George Connell 
whose father was Samuel Connell who was the section boss of the last days of the 
C&O Canal. Outside of Bob’s home, he showed us the anchors in the ground that 
were used to hold the stone-moving derricks that moved the stone from the hill-
side quarry up to top of the hill. I asked where to find SAGER carved in a stone 
at the mill and Bob told me it was in the old section.

After the meeting with Bob, I drove to the end of Tschiffely Mill Road to the 
stone cutting mill and the graffiti. I found not one stone, but two stones with 
SAGER on them. One stone has “SAGER 1901”; however, on the same stone 
above Mr. Sager’s name are the initials, “GWT.” On the other stone, it says,  
‘L SAGER.” One stone is spray painted pink and the other stone is spray painted 
blue. I did research in Ancestry.com and reviewed census records for the  
Darnestown District. In 1900, Lorenzo Sager was a twenty-eight-year-old carpen-
ter working at the stone cutting mill and was living in the quarry master’s house 
as a boarder. 

The quarry master at the time was George Good, 49. In the census, George’s 
occupation was listed as “Supt Stone Mill.” He and his family were listed as “W” 
for white. Also living with George was his wife Mary, 35, and their fifteen-year-
old daughter Jessie. Living near the Goods in 1900 were other whites whose  
occupations included stone sawyer, engineer, blacksmith, lock tender, boatman, 
canal laborer, merchant, clerk in store, and farmer. Some but not all of the  
children of these families attended school.

About the time the quarry closed, Lorenzo Sager married Jessie Good, and in 
1904, they had a daughter together. In 1910, George Good became a farm laborer. 
On August 13, 1920, he died. George’s wife Mary moved in with her son-in-law 
Lorenzo Sager, her daughter Jessie, and their children. Mary died in 1934. In 
1910, Lorenzo was working in a flour mill, and in 1920 his was a farm laborer. In 
1930, he was a carpenter for a private school. Lorenzo died in 1955, and Jessie 
died in 1945.

There was a “Supt Seneca Stone” in the 1900 census who was listed as James 
M. Rourke. He was possibly the superintendent of the quarry, whereas George 
Good was the superintendent of the stone cutting mill. The census misspelled  
his last name listing him as “Rourke”; however, through further research, I found 
he was James Michael O’Rourke who was born at sea on his way from England 
to New York in 1869. James was white. Living with him in 1900 was his wife, 
Amanda Caroline “Cassie” O’Rourke, their daughter Mary Ethel, 4, and their 
son James Barry who was two months. Living near the O’Rourkes were several 
black families. Most of their occupations were “day laborers,” probably at the 
quarry. Other occupations included a few farm laborers and one white washer. 
A few of the women who worked were “servants.” Most of the children attended 
school. It is unlikely that James O’Rourke lived in the quarry master’s house. In 
1900, the stone cutting mill employed whites while blacks and whites worked at 
the quarry. 

Continued on page 7.
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Senior News

Poolesville Seniors 
Present Virtual and 
In-Person Programs
In keeping with their motto, Stay Active, 
Poolesville Seniors is providing virtual 
programs that focus on keeping minds 
sharp, fostering regular exercise, and 
encouraging social interaction. Visit 
their website at poolesvilleseniors.org 
or call 301-875-7701 to register for the 
Zoom programs below which are open 
to the entire community.
No events on Thanksgiving, 11/25.
Watch for the return of our socially 
distanced, outdoor Pop-up Walks on 
the C & O Canal.

Mondays
Tai-Chi with Maureen Ivusic. 10:45 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. Virtual. No class 12/27.

Wednesdays
Chair Yoga with Twyla Insalaco.  
11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Virtual. No 
class 11/24.
Zumba Gold with Karen McPhatter. 
1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. Virtual.
Trivia Game Night
If you love Trivia, come join a  
team with Poolesville Seniors. Email 
info@poolesvilleseniors.org for more 
information. 7:00 p.m. Virtual.

Thursdays in November
Mahjong with Joyce Kral. Fully  
vaccinated beginner and seasoned 
players are welcome in person. Masks 
are recommended. Poolesville Presbyte-
rian Church’s Speer Hall. 10:00 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m.

Fridays 
Breath-Mind-Body with Kathy 
Jankowski. 12:00 p.m. to 12:45 p.m. 
Please register for each Friday class. 
Virtual. 

November 22
PS Book Club
Read The Wife between Us by Greer 
Hendricks and Sarah Pekkanen. This 
psychological thriller twists and turns 
as it follows the attempts of recent  
divorcée Vanessa Thompson to pre-
vent her ex-husband’s remarriage. You 
may assume this is a story about a love 
triangle and a jealous ex-wife. Assume 
nothing. 7:00 p.m. Virtual.

December 2
Cemetery Preservation
Glenn Wallace will present a mini-
master class in cemetery preservation. 
Glenn will bring us his do-no-harm 
methods to safely, clean, preserve, and 
maintain grave markers in the gen-
tlest, least intrusive ways. 7:00 p.m. 
Virtual.

December 9
Rally for Rangers
Tom Medema, Poolesville resident 
and cofounder of Rally for Rangers, 
will explore the adventure and impact 
of helping world park rangers who  
often lack the necessary equipment 
and gear they need to do their jobs 
safely and effectively. Virtual.

December 16
Historic Ag Reserve Properties  
with Kenny Sholes
Join Kenny and the Poolesville Seniors 
as we continue our exploration of the 
historic homes and properties in the 
Agricultural Reserve.

For more information or to register  
for any of the programs listed here  
and receive the Zoom link for each, 
visit the Poolesville Seniors website: 
poolesvilleseniors.org. Many of these  
presentations are also streamed live on 
their facebook page and recorded for 
later viewing on YouTube. Did you 
know that you don’t need a computer 
to participate? You can join the Zoom 

Continued on page 7.

 

 

PLUMBING SERVICES PROVIDED: 
Repair or Replace Faucets, Sinks, Toilets, 

Garbage Disposals, Sump Pumps, 
Water Heaters, and Outside Faucets. 

 

INSTALLATION OF 
WATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS: 
Water Softeners, UV Light Systems, 

and Neutralizers. 
 

Sales, Service, and Repair 
of Gas Fireplaces 
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     JAMES HILL 301-788-0445 
Master Plumber/Gasfitter      Licensed & Insured 

 

Maintenance & Installation
 240-994-6674
 www.batemanlandscaping.com

Serving our 
community 
since 2006



November 19, 2021 The Monocacy Monocle Page 7

presentation using your smartphone 
or just listen in using the local  
telephone number from Zoom and 
the Poolesville Seniors meeting ID 
and password. Call or text them at 
301-875-7701 to learn how. 

The Harvest Moon

It is the Harvest Moon!  
On gilded vanes

And roofs of villages,  
on woodland crests
And their aerial  
neighborhoods of nests
Deserted, on the curtained 
window-panes

Of rooms where children sleep, 
on country lanes

And harvest-fields, its mystic 
splendor rests!
Gone are the birds that were 
our summer guests,
With the last sheaves return 
the laboring wains!

All things are symbols:  
the external shows

Of Nature have their image in 
the mind,
As flowers and fruits and falling 
of the leaves;

The song-birds leave us at the 
summer's close,

Only the empty nests are  
left behind,
And pipings of the quail among 
the sheaves.

–Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Fun Fact…

poets.org/

Continued from page 6.

Senior News

By 1910, James O’Rourke and his 
family were living in Montana where 
he was a wage earner for the U.S.  
Reclamation Service. In 1917, James 
died in Montana and was buried in the 
Forest Oak Cemetery in Gaithersburg. 
His wife died in 1959 and is buried 
next to James.

Through reviewing the 1900 census, 
the “GWT” that was carved above 
SAGER 1901 at the mill may have been 
George W. Turner who was a forty-
year-old stone mason living in Barnes-
ville with his twenty-eight-year-old 
wife Ida and their seven-year-old 
daughter Georgie. 

Garrett Peck wrote a book titled  
The Smithsonian Castle and the Seneca 
Quarry that provides a comprehensive 
history of the quarry, its operations, 
and buildings in our area that used the 
quarried Seneca red sandstone. 

Continued from page 5.

Vandals Destroying Local  
National Historic Site: Part 2
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Are you, or do you know, a local veteran here in the Poolesville area? If so, please 
get in contact with post leadership (jsingh@crossroadstalent.net) to join us!
Calling for Patience with Farm Equipment

Please be patient as our farmers are nearing the end of their harvest days. They've 
been running hard since early September, seven days a week, sunup to sundown. 
Please give them the space they need on our small country roads. Give them 
room to pass by you. Smile and give them a wave. If you have a chance, thank 
them for what they do. God bless them.
Tribute Posters for Area Veterans

The American Legion has placed posters along the back of the curved wall at 
Whalen Commons presenting pictures of area veterans, their rank, branch, and 
years of service. Any area veteran or member of the legion not pictured should 
contact the Daniel-Jeffers Post 247 facebook page. 
Widow Needs Help with Leaf Removal 

We have been made aware of an eighty-three-year-old widow who no longer can 
afford to have her leaves removed professionally. If there are any individuals or 
groups willing to help her, please contact rdavis@monocacymonocle.com. 
Little Free Pantry  
Comes to Poolesville

Poolesville Presbyterian Church has 
announced the launch of the Little Free 
Pantry, the first to open in Poolesville. 
The Little Free Pantry provides yet  
another way to fill the gap in food  
security for residents by providing a 
way for neighbors to give what they 
have and take what they need. It is  
intended as an occasional resource to 
supplement other food security pro-
grams such as WUMCO Help, as well 
as reach those who only have an  
occasional need. The Little Free Pantry 
will provide an additional resource to all residents, especially given the limited 
access to groceries in town. The church will oversee the Little Free Pantry and 
guide its restocking. We encourage community members to stop by and leave 
what nonperishable items they can share when the cupboards look bare! We are 
working on a Facebook page to keep interested community members informed 
as to any needs as we learn how best to meet the needs of the community with 
this new resource. 
For more information on the Little Pantry Project, visit: www.littlefreepantry.org. 

Tidbits

Wreaths across America

Monocacy Cemetery is very proud to announce that it has been accepted as a 
location by the Wreaths across America organization through the kind sponsor-
ship of the Goshen Mills Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution. 
Please consider sponsoring wreaths for our 475 veterans for the 2021 holiday! 
Order deadline is November 29. Be sure to include the Group ID MD0517 in the 
sponsorship form. That way, for every two wreaths sponsored, the WAA organi-
zation will provide a free wreath which will help Monocacy Cemetery to meet its 
goal. Visit www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/169239 
Poolesville American Legion Hosted  
Veterans Day Event at Whalen Commons

In the late 1800s, Winston Churchill wrote, “There is no one who has been six 
months on active service who is not delighted to get safe home again, to the com-
fortable monotonies of peace.” While these words were written more than one 
hundred years ago—and not by an American—they remain true for our nation’s 
veterans today. 
On 11 November, American Legion Post 247, in addition to friends and families 
of post members, gathered at Whalen Commons as part of its annual Veterans 
Day ceremony. Thirty-two veterans participated in the event—a testament to the 
strong veteran population here in Poolesville and post leadership in recruiting 
new veterans to the group each year. 
Under the leadership of Post Commander Julien Singh, the ceremony included 
beautiful renditions of the National Anthem and “America the Beautiful” sung 
by Pastor Joel Gilbert from the Poolesville Baptist Church, some words on what 
it means to be a veteran from Commander Singh, an open mic to allow post 
members and others in attendance to reflect on service to this great nation, and a 
raffle drawing led by post member Jerry Klobukowski. Following the ceremony, 
the post gathered at Bassett's for a group lunch together.

Do you have an interesting story to share? Send it along to  
editor@monocacymonocle.com

Memorial United Methodist Church 
17821 Elgin Road, Poolesville  -  www.PMUMC.org 

YOU are INVITED! 

YYoouutthh  SSppoonnssoorreedd  CChhrriissttmmaass  PPeett  PPaarraaddee  
Prize for Best Dressed Owner & Pet 

Whalen Commons - Sunday, Dec 12th, 1pm 

CChhrriissttmmaass  CCaannttaattaa  
Sunday, Dec 12th 

During 10:30 am Worship 

CChhrriissttmmaass  EEvvee  WWoorrsshhiipp  
Friday, Dec 24th, 6pm In-Person or Virtual 

To participate virtually  
visit www.PMUMC.org for link or go to  

“YouTube” and search “Poolesville Memorial” 

LLiivvee  NNaattiivviittyy  
Saturday, Dec 18th, 6:30-8pm 

Poolesville’s American Legion Post 247 placed tribute posters of  
members who have served in the armed forces at Whalen Commons.
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Local News

Open Water Marathoners Came to Poolesville
By Rande Davis

Some of America’s leading open water swimmers came to Poolesville this past 
October to celebrate the seventieth birthday of one of their own, local attorney 
and farmer, Jim Clifford. Among the group, which is called the Cork Distance 
Week Swimmers Club, was hall of fame open water swimmer, Liz Fry. Another 
was Dr. Caroline Block who will be inducted into the International Marathon 
Swimming Hall of Fame.

Jim became a competitive swimmer early at age seven and had his first open 
water experience when he was fourteen in Lake Michigan. He swam for the  
University of Maryland and, eventually, he began his official open water swim-
ming in 2010 at age fifty-nine. To stay current (no pun intended), he had his 
farm’s irrigation pond converted to a 100m swim lane with walls at each end to 
keep training during COVID. 

He and his friends are members of the Marathon Swimmers Federation, a very 
elite group of only around three hundred ultra-marathon open water swimmers 
in the nation. 

The Cork Distance Week Swimmers group is named after the Cork Distance 
Week held annually in Kinsale Ireland, County Cork. It is the hardest swim camp 
in the world. The attendees swim four hours a day in 50° F. water in the ocean 
around Ireland. There are thirty-five swimmers from around the world training 
for ultra-marathon (twenty miles or more) cold water swims. 

Most of the attendees have swum in the 4.4-mile Chesapeake Bay crossing 
multiple times, and most recently, a few swam a twenty-mile section of the  
Potomac River. Among the places members have swum is around Manhattan 
Island, Catalina Channel, Strait of Gibraltar, Lake Tahoe, Bermuda, Tampa  
Bay, and Boston Harbor. Surprisingly, they report Boston Harbor to be the  
cleanest in America.

In 2014, Jim became the oldest person ever to cross the Catalina Channel, and 
in 2015, at sixty-three, he completed the 33.5 kilometer (twenty-two miles)  
English Channel in ten hours and three minutes. His performance was the fastest 
in history for anyone over fifty; consequently, he was nominated by the Open 
Water Swimmers’ Association for performance of the year.

Some of the longer swims can take over twenty-five hours or more.  
Interestingly, their arms provide all the propulsion, and the legs are primarily 
used only as a rudder. To stay on a straight track, swimmers are accompanied, 
usually by persons in kayaks. The boat sets the course, the swimmer the pace. 
The speed of the open water swimmer is like walking, 1.5 to 2 miles per hour. It 
is difficult to measure success simply by the time it takes to cross a body of water 

Continued on page 18.

Greatness in sports emerges from the cornfield again, this time in Poolesville. 
Meet ultra-marathon swimmers: Janet Kylander Manning, Joe Lain,  
Jim Clifford, Dr. Mark Smitherman, Elaine Howley, Caroline Block,  

Courtney Paulk. Not shown, Hall of Famer Liz Fry.
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Youth Sports

PHS Boys’ Soccer  
Team Earns Respect
By Jeff Stuart

The Poolesville High School boys’ 
soccer team posted the first Falcon 
team win in contact sports this season 
on Wednesday, September 8 at Whea-
ton High School, defeating the Knights, 
1-0. “Freshman Aaron Bhattachan 
scored with one minute left in the 
game,” said Coach Kamron Azizi. “It 
was a hard-fought game, and the play-
ers showed a lot of character to play 
until the final whistle.” As the season 
unfolded, there were mostly close 
matches. The Falcons were always  
prepared and played hard.

“We got a new coach. Actually, we 
got two new coaches this year,”  
said senior striker and captain Zach 
Schneider at practice the day before a 
playoff game. Both Azizi and JV coach 
Christian Hellwig are new coaches this 
year. “It’s been nice to see a change in the dynamic of the team. We won two 
games out of our ten games. The good thing is that we haven’t won two games 
in a season in a while. We have lost four of our games 1-0 in the last forty-five 
seconds or minute, and we lost another, 2-1, so we are hanging with a lot of these 
top tier-teams. I think that we played our best game against Damascus (1-0 loss 
at Damascus). It is always a really competitive game when we play them in  
any sport, but in soccer especially. Our team dynamic was great up until the  
end when they scored a fantastic goal with less than a minute left. We fought  
to the end. We came up short. We were controlling that game. We were really 
dominating that game. 

“The other senior captains have done a great job this year. Jonah Valmonte, our 
goalie, has really done a great job of kind of building our team and bringing them 
together. He is our last defender; he talks to the defense. Nico Carrillo has been 
playing varsity for four years. He helps in telling the team what to do as well as 
working together with them. Senior Braedon Mullin who plays center back is 
really fast and aggressive as is senior Matthew Owusu who plays center back as 
well. Junior Sampson Yeaher who plays left mid is a really good goal scorer  
as well. Freshman Sam Corbin is a newcomer. He plays left back. He is one of our 
most technically-skilled players. He can really move the ball around.”

The Falcons scored a home victory on September 29, defeating Watkins  
Mill under the lights, 2-1. Zach scored the first goal, and Sampson scored  
the second goal to seal the win. The 1-0 losses to Quinch Orchard, Churchill, 
Rockville at home, and Damascus away came against teams that won a  
combined twenty-eight games and tied seven.

The season ended with a region semifinal loss to Glenelg on October 30 but not 
before the boys claimed a 4-2 semifinal win over Oakland Mills on October 27. 
That was the team’s first playoff win in several seasons. 

“The region quarterfinal game against Oakland Mills was a tough match and a 
microcosm of our entire season,” said Coach Azizi. “We had to play through 
adversity, and the boys did well to bounce back from an early deficit to win the 
game, 4-2. 

Oakland Mills scored first. Captain Carrillo scored two quick goals to help 
Poolesville take the lead heading into halftime. Oakland Mills started the second 
half very strong and managed to level the game with about twenty-five minutes 
left on the clock, but Poolesville stayed calm and focused, and took the lead less 
than five minutes later on a one-touch shot from sophomore Marco Torres. With 
about fifteen minutes left in the game, junior Isaias Cruz, scored the fourth goal 
to seal the game. 

"The season was a great learning experience for all the players,” continued 
Azizi. “I could not be any prouder of how the team finished, and we have set 
good expectations for where we want to pick up from for the start of next season."

Don 
Hoffacker’s

Air Conditioning
& Heating, Inc.

“We have been top rated 
by a local, prominent consumer group”

Residential Sales & Services

19703 Waters Road
Germantown, MD 20874

301-972-0017

SUPER SERVICE 
AWARD WINNER 2007-2015!

http://www.angieslist.com

• Free estimates

• Quality service

• Prompt service

• Family operated since 1977

http://www.donhoffacker.com

Medal of Excellence
for 2007

Brya
nt Award

Other seniors are Austin Bower, Joseph Geehreng, and Jace Welsh. Other  
juniors are Jack Forcey, Lorenzo Jaramillo, Jonathan Martinez, Joshua Martinez 
Torres, Cameron Obiezue, and Aidan Vaca. Other sophomores are Lamin  
Bojang, Luke Grossnickle, Leonardo Jorge, Andrew Sha, and Jay Wankhede. 
Keefer Bowen is a freshman.

 PHS boys’ soccer: Jace Welsh, Nicolas Carrillo (captain), Abraham Cruz, Matthew Owusu,  
Jonah Valmonte (captain), Braedon Mullin, Zach Schneider (captain), Joseph Geehreng, and Austin Bower.
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Foundations

October Historic Ag Reserve  
Properties Tour Review
By Ken Sholes

In October 2019, as part of an ongoing effort to explore and showcase the  
incredible historic homes of the Ag Reserve (www.historicagreserve.wordpress.
com), I led forty participants on a historic homes tour. The tour, which included 
exploration of five historic homes and the Monocacy Cemetery, was the first of 
its kind since the 1970s when these types of tours were frequently held in the 
area. Following the event, I felt a great sense of momentum and excitement from 
local residents in the ongoing work to better understand our past—then a  
pandemic happened. 

Since the last tour, I’ve been looking forward to holding another one, and on 
October 23, with the help of members of the Historic Medley District, we were 
able to achieve this goal. This year’s tour format was different from the 2019 
event, largely due to COVID precautions but also in an effort to allow greater 
participation from those interested in exploring some incredible old homes. The 
tour sold out with 120 tickets sold, raising nearly $2,500 for the Historic Medley 
District and again proving the great interest in local history in the Ag Reserve. 

Participants first gathered behind the historic John Poole House where I  
provided a brief overview of the event, highlighted some ground rules, and  
divided the participants into four groups to ensure that no single property was 
overwhelmed with visitors at the same time. Having Locals Farm Market open 
and selling some great treats and coffee provided an excellent atmosphere for 
tour participants to spend time together and to stock up on snacks for the tour. 

The participants, armed with a pamphlet providing the location and some  
historic details of each home, were then released to explore the four historic 
properties on the tour at their leisure. The properties, the Solomon Simpson Plan-
tation, Lindenwood Farm, Mt. Carmel, and Montevideo, are some of the oldest 
and most impressive in the Ag Reserve.

The oldest part of the Solomon Simpson Plantation was built around 1783  
(the country was only seven years old!). The main part of the house was built by  
William T. Jones in 1890. There are records indicating that William enlisted with 
the Union Army in 1863 (which is interesting because most from the area fought 
for the Confederacy).

Mt. Carmel, located in Dickerson, is very possibly the oldest home in the Ag 
Reserve (and potentially all of Montgomery County). The main section of the 
home was built in the late eighteenth century and records point to 1759 as  
the home’s construction date, but it’s unclear as to which section of the home  
this date pertains.

At the end of a long, tree-lined driveway and behind a white picket fence with 
an arched entrance stands Lindenwood Farm. The home has clear Victorian, 
Gothic, and even Italianate features, and while the homeowners aren’t complete-
ly sure, we think it was built sometime in the mid 1800s. The interior of the home 
was restored in the last twenty years, and the attention to detail is incredible.

Montevideo (which means “mountain view”) was built for the Peter Family 
between 1828 and 1830. Built as a smaller replica of the Tudor Place in George-
town, the grandeur of the home is rare for the time it was built in these parts. 
John Parke Custis Peter, during his life at Montevideo between 1830 and 1848, 
served as President of the Board of Education of the Darnestown District, was a 
member of the Maryland House of Delegates, and was the first President of the 
Montgomery County Agricultural Society.

There are many, including myself, who believe that historic tourism in the Ag 
Reserve can serve as a means of local economic development, and while it will 
need to be part of a more comprehensive economic development strategy, the 
historic Ag Reserve properties tour proved that opening historic local properties 
to residents can have positive impacts on local businesses. As we move past  
COVID restrictions (fingers crossed!), I look forward to many more historic home 
tours in the near future. 

LEE PEYTON TREE SERVICE
301-208-8235

www.leestreeservice.net
FREE ESTIMATES

� Tree Trimming, Pruning, and Dead Wood
� Tree Removal, including Hazardous Trees
� Lot Cleaning
� Tree Removal by Crane
� Tree Selection and Installation
� Ornamental Tree Care
� Stump Grinding
� Property Evaluation
� Permit Applications
� 24-Hour Emergency Tree Service

leestreesservice@yahoo.com –
leestreesservice.net

TOP RATED FOR 
QUALITY  

Maryland Tree Expert 
Lic. # 118, Fully Insured

FREE Woodchips and 
unsplit burnable wood

delivered FREE to Poolesville, 
Dickerson, Barnesville, or Beallsville.

Do you have any interesting local history  
or fun facts to share with our readers? 

The Monocle welcomes your contribution.  
Send to editor@monocacymonocle.com
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Continued on page 14.

Local News

School Board Members Express Support  
For Expanded PHS Gym

The Board of Education (BOE) held hearings on its capital budget (CIP) for 
FY23 on November 9. This is the budget that funds construction projects for the 
Montgomery County Public School system (MCPS). The BOE prepares a budget 
that is sent to the county executive. In January, he submits his budget, which  
includes funding for the school system and all other county agencies, to the 
county council. Poolesville Commission President Kerri Cook, Poolesville High 
School PTSA President David Griffith, and Fair Access Committee Chair Link 
Hoewing testified before the BOE.

All three highlighted the fact that the Poolesville High School gym is the  
smallest by far in the county and needs to be expanded and upgraded. Cook 
juxtaposed pictures of the large indoor spaces of many high school gyms across 
the county with the noticeably much smaller interior of Poolesville’s gym. 
Griffith and Hoewing both provided comparative data showing how much 
smaller Poolesville’s gym is than other high schools’ despite having comparable 
and in many cases a much larger student athlete population. They also noted that 
PHS is the only high school in recent memory that is going to be rebuilt but 
whose playing fields are not slated for upgrading and renovation.

Griffith also mentioned in his testimony that the MCPS capital budget  
proposal references a two-phase approach to construction of the high school, and 
he asked for clarification as to exactly what that means. This proposal had been 
mentioned in a previous BOE briefing for PTSA members but not formally  
presented in detail.

After the testimony, board members are allowed to ask questions of the MCPS 
staff who are present to support the board and who help do the actual work of 
preparing the budget. Usually board members ask few questions, but in this  
instance, several board members, particularly Shebra Evans, Judy Docca, and 
Karla Silvestre, asked about the gym and wanted to know what is being done to 
address its shortcomings.

Seth Adams, a financial planning staffer in charge of helping prepare budgets 
for construction projects for the school system, acknowledged that the staff is 
now looking at using a two-phase approach to rebuilding the school. The project 
will be bid at one time, but construction will take place over two phases which 
means the new classrooms connected to the existing science wing will be built 
first, and the administration rooms and the rest of the old school will be rebuilt 
second. The 2024 target date for getting students back into the new wing will 
remain in place, but the overall project will take a little longer to complete.

Adams said the staff hopes that by taking this approach, construction costs, 
which have gone up dramatically recently, may normalize over a period of time 
and there may be enough funds to be able to not only finish the school but  
expand the gym as well. Adams said cost estimates for expanding the gym are 
being prepared. 

	

	

l o c a l s
farm market

.......................................

Fresh Produce
Baked Goods

Cafe
19929 Fisher Avenue, Poolesville    .    localsfarmmarket.com

Open 
Saturday
& Sunday
9am-2pm

We grow, bake and brew.

Poolesville Commission President Kerri Cook  
took our case for a new gym to the BOE.
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Things to Do

November 19 and 20
St. Peter’s Annual  
Christmas Attic Sale
New and gently used items. Christmas 
decorations, trees, toys, lawn items, 
and much more. Donations welcome 
through November 15. Friday: 10:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; Saturday: 10:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m.

November 20
Celebrate the First Year of  
Community FarmShare
Co-hosted by Locals Farm Market. 
Festivities include music, learning 
about local farming, community con-
nection, and food insecurity, a silent 
auction, raffle with local items and gift 
certificates (perfect for holiday gift 
giving), and a chance to gather with 
friends old and new! Locals, 19929 Fisher 
Avenue. 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

November 25
Happy Thanksgiving!

December 3
Annual Holiday Lighting Festival
Festivities include caroling, led by 

Poolesville Memorial Methodist Church, 
ice carving demonstrations, the light-
ing of the Town Holiday Tree, letters 
to Santa, holiday music provided by 
DJ Val, and visits from Frosty, the  
Gingerbread Man, and a special visit 
from Santa atop a Firetruck. Winter 
Wonderland at Whalen Commons.  
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

December 3, 4, and 5
Claire Howard’s Fine Art  
Christmas Studio Open House
Original oil paintings, cards, and  
delightful holiday gifts. Lindenwood 
Farm, 20415 Westerly Road, Poolesville. 
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

December 7
PHS Varsity Home Game
Girls’ basketball. Wheaton. 7:15 p.m.

December 8
PHS Varsity Home Game
Wrestling. Clarksburg. 6:15 p.m.

December 10
PHS Varsity Home Game
Girls’ basketball. Clarksburg. 7:15 p.m.

December 14
PHS Varsity Home Game
Boys’ basketball. Damascus. 7:15 p.m.

Indoor Seating Available!
Dine in or carry-out.

Open Daily: Wed-Fri, 11a.m., Sat-Sun, 9 a.m.
Closed Monday and Tuesday
19950 Fisher Avenue, Poolesville, MD, 20837

www.bassettsrestaurant.net  •  301-972-7443

CLOSED
Thanksgiving Day

Join us for 
Sports!

Additions — Kitchens — Baths — Decks — Porches

Relentless Service
–Since 1979– 301-831-8776DGLiuContractor.com

25400 Old Hundred Road ~ Dickerson, MD  20842MHIC: 6812

Design & HOME RENOVATIONS
CONTRACTOR, INC.
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CHRISTMAS ATTIC 
A HolIdAy SAle 

of new And genTly uSed ITeMS  
 

oRnAMenTS  deCoRATIonS vIllAge HouSeS 
SAnTAS  AngelS  SnowMen nuTCRACkeRS  

lInenS  jewelRy  gIfT ITeMS 
CHRISTMAS CloTHIng & SweATeRS 

 SToCkIngS  wInTeR HATS & gloveS 
ToyS  STuffed HolIdAy AnIMAlS  

CAndleS  dISHeS  elegAnT TAblewARe  
ARTIfICIAl gReenS & TReeS  floweRS  

nATIvITIeS  lIgHTS  lAwn oRnAMenTS  
CARdS  gIfT wRAppIngS  gIfT boxeS 

 

fRIdAy, nov. 19, 10AM – 5pM 
SATuRdAy, nov. 20, 10AM – 1pM 

ST. peTeR’S pARISH 
        20100 fISHeR Ave., pooleSvIlle           

             donATIonS welCoMe by 11/15  

Weekend Mass Schedule 
Saturday at 4pm / Sunday at 8:30 & 10:30am 

Confession Saturdays at 3:15 pm 
Daily Mass & Rosary at 9 am 

Thanksgiving Mass - Nov. 25 at 10am 

Come and Visit Us 

A Caring Catholic Community 
for over 275 years 

All are Welcome! 

St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
Barnesville, MD 

www.stmaryonline.com 

Rev. Kevin P. O’Reilly, Pastor 
Rev. David Cahoon, Deacon 

301.602.4367 ■ sales@anyartsolutions.com ■ www.anyartsolutions.com

Solutions llc
AnyArt

business.art.technology

Happy Thanksgiving 
from

— your Design Team
for the Monocle

What remains a concern is that if the strategy fails and construction costs do 
not come down enough, the result would be that the project is completed with-
out rebuilding and expanding the gym. The money would not be there to do so, 
and as time goes on, the construction would be completed, making it even more 
unlikely that the gym will be expanded.

Adams did hint that it may be necessary to go back to the council for funding 
if the strategy he outlined does not work. It seemed clear from the questions 
posed by board members and by Adams’s comments that both the staff and the 
BOE recognize that the gym must be expanded. Whether the board will, in the 
final analysis, simply include the needed funding as a new line item in its budget 
proposal remains unclear. At the very least, it would seem that if the board is 
truly committed to expanding the gym, it could propose the two-phase strategy 
in the capital budget but acknowledge at the same time that, if it does not work, 
it will need to come back to the council for additional funding. 

Continued from page 12.

School Board Members Express Support for Expanded PHS Gym
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Local News

Kuhn Responds to Survey Release
By Rande Davis

After purchasing historic White’s Ferry in February 2021, Chuck and Stacy 
Kuhn encountered obstacles to reopening this important Potomac River crossing 
since it needed to regain use rights in Virginia. In response to the suspended 
service, Loudoun and Montgomery Counties conducted a study to evaluate  
alternatives and address issues, challenges, and opportunities for restoring this 
important transportation link for the region. Below is a statement from Chuck 
Kuhn, the owner of White’s Ferry, about the just-released study:

 “We appreciate the work and insights from the recent joint study by  
Montgomery and Loudoun Counties. It underscores White’s Ferry’s importance 
to the region and also revealed the difficulties in maintaining and making  
the ferry a private successful enterprise, as the previous owners recognized. We 
remain committed to making White’s Ferry operational and affordable for  
customers. The ferry is a scenic crossing but also an important connection that 
helps employees get to work and contributes to the economy in many other 
ways. The impasse has cost people time and money and has added traffic and 
environmental woes to our community. We look to the counties to help us move 
forward and support whatever direction they deem best to get White’s Ferry 
working for our region.”

 Established in 1786, the ferry remains a significant transportation route  
between Maryland and Virginia, carrying nearly eight hundred daily users when 
operational. White’s Ferry represents a piece of the region’s past as an early  
commerce route that built and sustained local economies and remains so today. 
The Kuhns have already embarked on a number of upgrades to the ferry to bring 
more operational and environmental efficiencies to improve services and  
preserve a piece of history. More information and updates about the ferry can be 
found at www.whites-ferry.com.

Kuhlman
Lawn Service LLC

Full Maintenance Contracts for
Lawn and Landscape Services

Lawn mowing
Edging and mulching
Spring and Fall cleanup
Core aeration and overseeding
Leaf removal

Landscape design and installation
Fertilization and weed control
Weeding mulch beds
Pruning trees and shrubs
Clearing and brush removal

301-407-0202

Poolesville, MD      MHIC 128570          MDA 28831                  J.D. Kuhlman
Delivery of bulk topsoil and mulch.  Best Prices and Free delivery to Poolesville.
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hours and tried to distance themselves 
from their own families to care for others. 
Many performed their duties while 
never complaining and kept focused 
on the tasks at hand in a challenging 
environment. The long hours and 
tasks seemed to last forever. We are 
looking towards a new normal. 

Since many at UMCVFD have been 
working together, a larger venue was 
secured to honor a few that should be 
recognized—in person—as members 
continue to manage, adapt, and endure 
the new challenges of our new world. 
Many of us within the department are 
grateful for the experiences, interac-
tions, and wisdom that we have gained.

Many awards were given out at the 
banquet: top firefighter, member with 
most response calls, many with most 
hours logged that are called the Top 
Ten, and many awards for length of 
community service. Some of the more 
noteworthy were the longevity awards: 
Janet Bliss and Betty Jean Selby had 
over sixty-five years of service;  
Patty Menke and Robby Bliss were  
recognized for over fifty years of  
service; over forty years was Linda 
Butt; thirty-five years for Terry Smith; 

and President Haller was recognized 
for over twenty years of service.  

One of the highlights of the evening 
was the presentation of the Time Cap-
sules that were removed from the 
corner stone of the fire station which 
were entombed in 1971 and 1996 on the 
twenty-fifth and fiftieth anniversaries 
of the creation of the organization. A 
video was shown that documented the 
first seventy-five years of UMCVFD 
which will be added to the newest 
time capsule. All three capsules were 
re-entombed into the cornerstone.

Before the current station’s corner-
stone was laid on July 26, 1947, Pooles-
ville was served by many surrounding 
fire stations from different counties, but 
it was realized that the long response 
times to receive help could not continue. 
Since then, many men and women 
have served and protected the Pooles-
ville community without regard to 
their personal safety. We are reminded 
of this as our community has just  
recently endured two large house fires 
and our medics continue to persevere 
against the ongoing pandemic. On the 
latest house fire on Big Woods Road 
and the most recent townhouse fire on 
Wootton Avenue, all of Upper Mont-
gomery pulled together; crews battled 
a blaze for a lengthy period of time  
before they could go in. 

Continued from page 1.

UMCVFD Celebrates  
Its 75th Anniversary

UMCVFD was created to protect 
and safeguard the interest of all per-
sons and property holders from the 
danger and ravages of fire as well as to 
protect the safety of all individuals. 
These members, in the performance  
of their duties, dedicate their health, 
their bodies, and their lives for the  
betterment of their community. 

One day, we will return to a routine 
like the rest of the world. Meanwhile, 
keep these heroes in your thoughts 
and prayers. Please continue to support 
these volunteers in their Annual Solici-
tation Drive Letter. They missed the 
last two spring funding drives in 
which they go door to door, they 
missed running bingo fundraisers. All 
at UMCVFD miss the monthly interac-
tions with the community and, most 
importantly, the goodies they used to 
try along with Santa in the Annual 
Santa Ride. Because of the pandemic, 
the best way at this time is to support 
UMCVFD’s Annual Funding Drives. 

UMCVFD will be participating in 
the Town Holiday Lighting and the 
Santa Ride from a distance and looks 
forward to being together again for 
events like the Santa Breakfast. Con-
gratulations to the amazing Upper 
Montgomery County Volunteer Fire 
Department on its seventy-five years of 
Excellent Service to our Community!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 

Lewis Orchards 
18901 Peach Tree Road 

301 349 4101 
Open Daily 9am – 5pm 

 
  
Sweet Cider    White and Sweet Potatoes         
Turnips   Cabbage 
 
 
Collard Greens Sweet Potatoes Potatoes 
Broccoli  Cider   Turnips 
Kale   Swiss Chard  Cauliflower 
Onions – Sweet Fresh Garlic  Popcorn 
Dairy Products & Eggs, salad dressings, Boar’s Head Products: 
Ham (large and small), bacon, turkey breast, sliced salami, and variety of great cheeses! 
 
 
  

Apples 
Golden Delicious, Fuji, Pink Lady, Stayman, & Cameo 

 

LLeewwiiss  OOrrcchhaarrddss  wwaannttss  ttoo  tthhaannkk  aallll  oouurr  ffrriieennddss  aanndd  
ccuussttoommeerrss  ffoorr  aannootthheerr  wwoonnddeerrffuull  yyeeaarr..  WWee  aarree  ssoo  ggrraatteeffuull  
ffoorr  yyoouurr  ppaattrroonnaaggee  aanndd  wwiisshh  yyoouu  oouurr  bbeesstt  ffoorr  tthhee  ccoommiinngg  

HHoolliiddaayy  SSeeaassoonn!!  
  

WE STILL HAVE THANKSGIVING AND FALL DECORATIONS 

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR PATRONAGE 

IN 2021 
 

We are closing  
for the season  
November 24 

 
301-349-4101 

 

OPEN DAILY 
9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 

We close for the season on 
November 24, 5:00 p.m. 

 

ORDER 
THANKSGIVING 

DAY PIES BY 
NOON  

NOVEMBER 20 
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groups could appear at the proposed museum to offer plays or artistic  
interpretations of some of these stories.

Therriault said he and his wife would have a proposal regarding the  
building for the town to consider very quickly. He also pointed out that his res-
taurant, which has been under construction, would likely be finished by the end 
of December.

The commissioners next engaged in a long discussion about the recently- 
released White’s Ferry report. Commission President Kerri Cook said that the 
report would be discussed at a hearing before the Loudoun County Board of 
Supervisors on the evening of November 16. She did not anticipate that any  
action would be taken.

That led to a discussion about how the town positions itself on issues like what 
to do to get the ferry reopened as soon as possible. A central focus of the discus-
sion was the role of the Fair Access Committee the town created to help push for 
fair treatment of the Upcounty, particularly by the county government. One of 
the concerns expressed was how to ensure that all of those who are involved in 
influencing public policymakers on key issues like the ferry’s reopening are 
“speaking with a unified voice.” 

Some of the commissioners appeared to feel that not enough work had been 
done to coordinate overall messaging and positioning ahead of the upcoming 
hearing. It appeared that part of this concern had to do with a feeling on the  
part of some commissioners that they were not aware of what other members 
were doing and saying on key issues. Commissioner Jeff Eck was particularly 
concerned to ensure that “things be organized and coordinated with the Fair  
Access Committee.”

The role of the FAC has arisen before, but the committee has sponsored a  
number of events (such as the Poolesville Day Breakfast and the August 18  
Forum on White’s Ferry) in which the commissioners and FAC presented a unit-
ed front. Commissioner Ed Reed made this point, and he suggested that what 
might help is for the commissioners to have a strategy session on “how we move 
the ball forward together.”

Remembrances

Audrey M. Prichard 
Audrey M. Prichard, 93, died peace-

fully in her sleep on November 2, 2021.
Born March 13, 1928, Audrey was 

the only child of the late Roy and  
Verna Mowen of Hagerstown. 

She attended the University of 
Maryland and was the lead cheerleader 
for the Maryland Terrapins basketball 
team. Audrey met her husband Walter 
M. Prichard, #94, who played forward 
for the Terps. Audrey was a Kappa Delta sorority member and Walter was an 
Alpha Tau Omega fraternity member. They both were dedicated UMD alumni. 
Recently, Audrey and Walter celebrated seventy-one years of marriage.

Audrey is survived by her husband, Walter, and three of their four children, 
Greg (Sam), Keith (Sandy), and Beth; seven grandchildren; and two great- 
grandchildren. A daughter, Jane, died in 1986. 

Audrey cherished her family and numerous friends, and with Walter, hosted 
many holiday events, annual picnics, and parties at their farm on Peach Tree 
Road. Audrey commemorated each grandchild’s college graduation or signifi-
cant life event with a trip abroad. Neighbors regularly stopped by for a visit to 
the farm and enjoyed a cup of coffee and Audrey’s home cooked treats. No one 
was ever permitted to leave her kitchen hungry! Over the years with Walter, 
Audrey attended most Barnesville events (and planned many of them), includ-
ing the Stronghold Cotillions and the town’s festive Bipartisan Inaugural Balls. 
One of her favorite duties was walking the hounds for the Potomac Hunt Club.

Audrey was a respected leader in many local clubs, including the Women’s 
Rural Republican Club, Sugarloaf Riding Club, and the Monocacy Garden  
Club. She enthusiastically participated in many other clubs and activities,  
including book clubs and exercise clubs with longtime friends and those newer 
to the community.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests a contribution be made to Brookside 
Gardens (via the montgomeryparksfoundation.org). Please note Brookside  
Gardens on the donation.

James Upton Spring 
James Upton Spring, 89, of Gaithersburg, passed away on November 3, 2021.
Born on October 23, 1932 in Boyds, he was the son of the late Rupert W. and 

Mamie C. (Alexander) Spring.
James was survived by one son, Jerry Spring; one sister, Gloria Duvall;  

three grandchildren, Jason Spring, Jessica (Spring) Howell (Carl), Timothy 
Spring (Nicole); and four great-grandchildren, Madelyn, Everett, Cayden, and 
Mason Howell.

Services for James will be private. He will be laid to rest at Boyds Presbyterian 
Church Cemetery in Boyds.

Audrey M. Prichard

Do you or someone you know have a special announcement  
or milestone you would like to share with our readers? 

The Monocle welcomes your contribution.  
Send to editor@monocacymonocle.com

Marketplace

YOUR AD COULD BE RIGHT HERE. Call Rande Davis at 301-509-9232.

Continued from page 1.

Proposal to Purchase Old Methodist Church  
Wins Praise from Commissioners

We’ve Got You Covered! 
Quality Landscape Products Since 1980 

 WE DELIVER! BULK & BAGGED

  MULCHES       TOP SOIL 
  LEAF GRO 

  FIREWOOD     
STONE PRODUCTS   WOOD CHIPS 

19800 Darnestown Road  Beallsville, MD 
Go to www.colonysupplycenter.com or facebook for seasonal hours 
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also be dropped off at any county  
police station, and he would accept the 
patron's word.

Six janitors and one school bus driver 
were fired after their demand for a 
twenty percent pay raised was denied. 
School officials were ready and sta-
tioned at the work sites and collected 
whatever keys the employees carried. 
It was announced that police officers 
would fire the furnaces of the affected 
schools until new men could be hired.

A Washington detective proved that a 
1938 murder, previously thought to 

have happened in Washington, D.C., 
had actually happened on a lonely 
stretch of Jones Mill Road which was 
known as a popular lovers’ lane. The 
detective used soil samples that were 
found on the victim’s clothing and 
sent them to the FBI laboratory and 
had them compared with the soil  
on Jones Mill Road, proving his  
theory. A series of lovers’ lane type 
shootings had happened in 1938 and, as 
far as can be determined, have never 
been solved.

Policeman William Crawford saw a 
car driving recklessly on the Rockville 

Pike, and he gave chase on his motor-
cycle. In the area of the courthouse, he 
became airborne and landed on the 
roadway, receiving severe injuries to 
his face and chest. Regardless, he 
flagged down the car of the fire chief 
who happened to be driving by and 
they chased the car several miles until 
it was stopped. The driver was arrested 
and charged with reckless driving.

Some of the material in this 
column was obtained from the  

archives of the Washington Post.

Subscribe to the Monocacy Monocle ($31.80 per year) 
 The Monocacy Monocle • POB 372 • Barnesville, MD 20838-0372

editor@monocacymonocle.com • www.monocacymonocle.com

Police Blotter: 
Past and Present

By Jack Toomey

Present Crime

Aggravated Assault:  
19700 Selby Avenue.
Theft: 17400 block of Anita Court, 
19600 block of Gott Street.
Past Crime: 1940 to 1945

In the days when the D.C. Police  
dispatched radio calls to Montgomery 
County units, the radio blared one 
night, "Respond to 304 Highland Ave-
nue. The woman reports that there is a 
wild animal in her house." Montgom-
ery County units rushed to the scene 
to find a flying squirrel causing havoc 
in the house. One officer obtained a 
broom, ordered all doors opened, and 
managed to sweep the animal out of 
the house.

Sidney Lust, the owner of a chain  
of movie theaters, announced that  
admission to any movie on a particular 
night would be a piece of aluminum. It 
was only ten days after Pearl Harbor, 
but already the mighty American war 
machine had begun to churn, and alu-
minum was needed to build airplanes. 
Lust said that the aluminum could 

Poolesville Area:  
We’re Open  

for Business.

 

Morningstar
Welding, LLC

COMMERCIAL, FARMING, & 
RESIDENTIAL WELDING 

301-349-2702
17612 Elgin Road – Poolesville

Violin	  Lessons	  
Boyds,	  MD	  

Over	  15	  Years’	  Experience	  

Sassmannshaus	  Method	  Certification	  

d2violin@gmail.com	  
301-‐407-‐0001	  

	  

Violin	  Lessons	  
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Over	  15	  Years’	  Experience	  
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Thistle Thickets Farm 
301-407-0001

www.thistlethickets.com 
Boyds, MD 

Hand-Crafted Goat Milk Soaps 
Make Terrific Gifts! 

Buy them online or from these fine merchants: 
All About Equestrian, Farmers’ Coop, Locals, 

McCutcheon’s, Mrs. Brown’s Attic, Poolesville 
Hardware, and RB Savage and Sons.  

Hours: Mon. 10 a.m.-7:30 p.m., Tue. 9:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m., 
Wed. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m., Thur. 9:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m., 

Fri. 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and Sat. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

due to many outside factors that  
impact the time, like strength of current, 
wave size, weather, wind, etc. The 
grueling experience requires eating 
while swimming, and most of the 
food can be “eaten” by slurping from 
a bottle. A popular food item for the 
trip is mashed potatoes and egg salad.

It may be a relief to hear that sharks 
are not a major worry, but sea lions 
can be a handful on occasions. Swim-
mers are often accompanied by flying 

fish which, in turn, are followed by 
hungry sea lions—a veritable food 
chain in action. Although not a severe 
threat, sea lions can still leave a size-
able bite. Sea lions can come right at 
you from under your feet very fast. 
Swimmers tell of the terror of such 
“attacks”—the trepidation and fear  
of not knowing what to expect— 
sea lion? shark?—when, at the very 
last moment, the sea lions veer off. 
Sometimes the sea lions follow them 
for several hours and become part of 
the group. They can be friendly 
enough to even be named, like one 
nicknamed Cecilia.

There are no dietary restrictions 
that rule the training, and one of the 
swimmers smilingly reports eating 
donuts and beer to help prepare for 
the swim. At least in that sense, it’s my 
kind of sport!

For these hearty and daring  
swimmers, after being in the water 
with only the horizon and water  
visible as far as the eye can see for 
hour after hour, an existential, even 
poetic, rush of pleasure consumes 
them and fuels their love of the 
sport—that and perhaps the delicious 
egg salad from a bottle.

Continued from page 9.

Open Water Marathoners  
Came to Poolesville
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Poolesville Veterinary Clinic
DR. EEG AND THE ENTIRE VETERINARY STAFF ARE DEDICATED TO PROVIDING  

THE HIGHEST QUALITY VERTERINARY CARE WITH A PERSONAL TOUCH.

PREVENTIVE HEALTH CARE • LASER SURGERY • ACUPUNCTURE • DENTAL CARE  
LASER THERAPY • FIBEROPTIC VIDEO SCOPE • ADVANCE IN-HOUSE LABORATORY 
MICROCHIPPING • DIGITAL RADIOGRAPHY • GERIATRIC HEALTH MANAGEMENT 

PAIN MANAGEMENT • BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION • REPRODUCTION

Celebrating 32 Years of Service

19621 Fisher Avenue, Poolesville   •   301-972-7705
www.poolesvilleveterinaryclinic.com   •   poolesvillevet@verizon.net

Open Monday – Friday 7:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Saturday 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., CLOSED ON SUNDAY
Like us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter, Visit us on Foursquare 18

Best of 2021!
Peter H. Eeg, DVM

For the long, long year that was 2021, there is a bright spot. Here’s a list of the most popular dog and cat 
names, breeds, and insurance claims for this year. It is clear that people spending a lot of time at home deliber-
ated long and hard before naming their new furry friends. People really liked two syllable names for dogs. 
Humans also found no lack of names from Disney animated films.

Now go enjoy your tofurkey and cranberry sauce with your family. Then use these lists after the football games 
are done to play the home game of family feud.
Happy Thanksgiving from Your Friends at Poolesville Veterinary Clinic!

Top 10 
Dog Names

Bella
Luna
Max

Daisy
Charlie

Lucy
Milo

Buddy
Rocky

Cooper

Top 10 
Cat Names

Luna
Bella
Oliver
Milo
Leo

Simba
Lucy
Loki
Max
Nala

Top 10 
Dog Breeds

Mixed Breed
Labrador Retriever

Golden Retriever
German Shepherd

French Bulldog
Goldendoodle

Yorkshire Terrier
Boxer

Great Dane
Shih Tzu

Top 10 
Cat Breeds

Mixed Breed
Maine Coon

Persian
Ragdoll
Siamese
Sphynx
Bengal

British Shorthair
Russian Blue

Siberian

Top Pet Insurance 
Claims of 2021

Skin Issues
Gastrointestinal issues

Ear infections
Seizures

Urinary Tract Infections
Orthopedic injuries

Dental disease
Neurologic disease

Damaged or broken nails
Eye injuries
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19920 Fisher Ave, Poolesville, MD 20837  (301)349-3880 

FULL-SERVICE 
AUTO REPAIR SHOP 

 

REPAIRS 
Expert service performed by ASE Certified Technicians 

 

MAINTENANCE 
Scheduled maintenance on all foreign & domestic models 

 

TIRES 
The right name-brand tires to fit your needs & your budget 

FULL-SERVICE  
BODY SHOP 

 

ALL INSURANCE WELCOME! 
 

Over 35 years of experience 
Call to schedule a custom quote today 

 

www.poolesvilletire.com 

   KEY FOBS  KEYLESS ENTRY REMOTES   
  TRANSPONDERS  SMART KEYS  CHIP KEYS   

 FLIP KEYS  EMERGENCY BLADES   
  PROGRAMMING  KEY CUTTING   

 Mention This Ad For  
$5 OFF ANY OIL CHANGE 

19920 Fisher Ave,  Poolesville, MD 20837
(301)349-3880  poolesvilleauto@yahoo.com 


