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A Brief Look 
Back at 2013
By John Clayton

Our year began with tragedy 
and the untimely death of Michael  
S. Poe, a 2007 graduate of Pool-
esville High School. Bad tidings 
continued to dominate the news 
locally as two homes, one in 
Boyds and one in Dickerson, were  
severely damaged by fire. Both 
fires were reported at the time to 
be related to woodstoves. Jane 
Stearns, of WUMCO, whom we 
should all be thanking, thanked 
others in the community, compa-
nies, groups and individuals, for 
their support of her efforts to assist 
those who need a helping hand. 

In February, St. Peter’s rector,  
Tom Purdy, announced that 
he was leaving the church for 
the sunny Georgian coast. The 
Montgomery County Police  
Department announced that police 
coverage would be from different 
districts, with our area divided  
by Maryland Route 28, which 
moved Poolesville and its im-
mediate surrounding area to the  
Rockville District. 

Beware the Ides of March, 
they say, or someone said. The 
Montgomery County Department 
of Transportation held hearings 
on proposed bridge repairs that 
will shut down White’s Ferry 
Road and divert traffic away from 
Poolesville this coming summer,  
to the great consternation of  
the Poolesville business commu-
nity. Fortunately, the Poolesville 
swim and dive team, led by Coach 
Jon Leong, swept the 3A/2A/1A  
championships. Local residents  
and groups, including the  
Montgomery County Alliance 
and the Sugarloaf Citizens’  
Association, continued to battle  

plans for the Global Mission  
Church in Silver Spring to build 
a megachurch near Sugarloaf  
Mountain on the Montgomery/
Frederick County line. Three  
Poolesville residents packed a 
March 18 public hearing to discuss 
a proposed increase in town water 
rates. Memorial United Methodist 
pastor Bill Maisch bucked a recent 
trend among town churches and 
became Memorial’s permanent 
pastor.

In April, the Poolesville Com-
missioners, unfazed by the three 
citizens who showed up at the  
public hearing, raised  
water rates eight per-
cent. Kenny Kramek, 
PHS boys’ varsity 
basketball coach, was 
named Montgomery 
County Coach of the 
Year, by the Gazette 
newspapers. The 
Montgomery County 
Planning Board and 
the County Council 
continued to consider  
development issues  
in Clarksburg that 
will affect water 
quality in Ten Mile 
Creek, a vital source 
of clean water for many areas of 
the county. The Sugarloaf Citizens’ 
Association, a well-known local 
advocacy group, celebrated its 
fortieth anniversary. Beallsville’s  
Darby Store, all spiffed up and 
moved off the road by the grace 
of about one million dollars in  
restoration funding, was in a  
competition for more maintenance 
funding, and won $5,000.

In June, while we all began to 
settle into summer, the Poolesville 
Commissioners wrestled with a 
solar power initiative, which they 
eventually accepted, and settled an 
$800,000 lawsuit against the town, 
avoiding costly litigation. Dollar 

General Corporation announced 
plans to open a new store on  
Fisher Avenue.

Poolesville Day came and  
went once more, with decent 
weather, and, once again, the 
hardworking committee made 
it look all too easy—which it is 
not. Not long after, the entire 
area mourned the passing of Roy 
Selby after his battle with cancer. 
Poolesville-area people demon-
strated their grief and respect 
for Selby with a heavily-attend-
ed vigil, visitation, and funeral  
service on successive days.

Poolesville’s retail renais-
sance appeared to continue when  
Tractor Supply Company an-
nounced plans to open a store on 
the site of Selby’s Market, Zaglio’s  
Bakery opened for business, 
and J.P. Property Investments, 
LLC submitted a site plan for  
approval to build a small grocery or  
mini-market.

We hope you enjoy this  
photography special issue that  
visually recaps the events of  
2013 as much as we enjoyed  
bringing the Monocle to you  
during the year.

2013 was like other years in  
many ways...

Achievements were recognized...

Happy times prevailed...

And the Falcons put their best  
feet forward.
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Family Album

The PHS poms fundraiser at Drs. Pike and Valega’s.

Bob Cissel, a 2013 Poolesville Athletic Hall of Fame inductee.

Shooting pumpkins for charity at Lewis Orchards.

Falcon fans fill the stands.

Wounded warriors at the UMCVFD hall.

Poolesville Area Chamber of Commerce Holiday Party.
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The balloon warriors from Memorial United Methodist.

Poolesville Presbyterian in a balloon war against other area churches.

Opening day at St. Peter’s semi-annual rummage sale. The balloon war between the churches was all in good fun.

Rev. Jace Broadhurst leads a lesson in the heart of nature. Local church choirs came together to honor Roy Selby at his public vigil.

Boyds Presbyterian Church Thanksgiving dinner.

St. Mary’s Church, renowned for faith, family, and food.

...Church Groups...Church Groups
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Youth and    Student Activities...Youth and    Student Activities...

Poolesville Athletic Association Champs

The Poolesville Lady Falcons soccer club won the U11 Division  
at the 2013 Cherry Blossom Tournament.

The JPMS Thespians at an art show at the Old Town Hall Bank Museum.

PES Day



2013, A Year in Review The Monocacy Monocle Page 7

Poolesville Cub Scouts

The PHS 2013 Varsity cheerleaders.

Matt Tallia received his Eagle Scout rank.

PHS student school spirit and support couldn’t be greater. 

Poolesville area Girl Scouts.

Garth Seely of L.A.N.D. taught a class on natural landscaping at JPMS.
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Kim elected student 
member of the MCPS 
Board of Education

MCP New District Announced

Lawsuit Settled

Falcon Champions

Top News  
    of the Year
Top News  
    of the Year
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Mr. Selby Michael Poe

The Monocacy Cemetery

Fire Destroys the Mills Home Darby Store Rev. Tom Purdy Leaves
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Varsity Volleyball

Swimming and Diving

301.602.4367 • sales@AnyArtStudios.com


custom logos

website design and development

business cards • brochures • promo pieces 

signs • design/publishing of newsletters/papers

branding/image consulting • software/design training 

voice-overs… and more!

AnyArtStudios.com

Poolesville     High School                   Sports...
Poolesville     High School                   Sports...

Varsity Basketball
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Football

Girls’ Basketball

Boys’ Basketball

Field Hockey

Track
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Potomac Hunt Club Races

Music in the Park series

UMCVFD Fourth of July Celebraton

Experienced  
Housekeeper/Homemaker Wanted

Festivals 
          and Events...
Festivals 
          and Events...

Includes rent-free apartment
Driver’s License required

Equal Opportunity Employer

Reply in writing to:
R. Edmond Brown • 19810 Peachtree Road • Dickerson, MD 20842
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Wounded Warrior Outing at White’s Ferry

The Big FleaPoolesville Day 2013 Grand Marshal Maggie Nightingale

PACC 5K Run/Walk

Poolesville Relay for Life Survivors’ Class

The Barnesville Bipartisan Inaugural Ball

PACC Passport through 
Poolesville Business Fair
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The American Legion, honoring those who served.

The John Poole family returned to the family home  
to celebrate their annual reunion.

The Monocacy Lions Halloween Party in Barnesville.

Rebuilding Together
Knights of Columbus’s annual  

basketball tournament

Am Kolel’s The Gathering Place Senior Center.

The annual meeting of the  
Sugarloaf Citizens’ Association. 

WUMCO President Nancy Allnutt and Executive  
Director Jane Stearns (center) presented volunteer 

awards to Renee Brooks (left) and Melissa Bingham.

The Poolesville Area Chamber of Commerce held  
Businesses Helping Businesses breakfast meetings.

Civic Groups...Civic Groups...

Members of the Poolesville Military Support Group presented  
a $10,000 donation to the Fisher House Foundation.
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In Remembrance…
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Poolesville Area: We’re Open for Business.

 
 

 Morningstar
Welding, LLC

COMMERCIAL, FARMING, & 
RESIDENTIAL WELDING 

We service snow plows 
301-349-2702 

17612 Elgin Road – Poolesville

 

 

3017482670 
Email: Scottyboy1465@hotmail.com 

Bathrooms – Shower Doors – Kitchens‐ Painting 
Replacement windows  – Gutter cleanup – Hauling 

Yard cleanup – Yard Mowing – Ceiling Fans 
Licensed and Insured                MHIC#67678 

S&S Improvements  
“Plus” Inc. 

No Job Too Small! 

Marketplace
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