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By Dominique Agnew

What can be better than Christ-
mas, Hanukah, Thanksgiv-

ing, Halloween, and birthdays com-
bined? Only Poolesville Day has fun 
and games, great food, artisans, the 
book sale at the library, and to top it all 
off—better than presents—great live 
music.

This year, we’ll be happy to hear 
well-loved favorites of Poolesville Days 
of yore, some familiar faces under bands 
of different names, and a few newcom-
ers to the scene. 

When we say well-loved, we mean 
well-loved. This will be Doug Bell’s 
thirteenth Poolesville Day appearance. 
Well-known throughout the area, his 
blend of songs by artists such as Jimmy 
Buffet, James Taylor, Bruce Springsteen, 
and the Beatles is loved by all and hap-
pily anticipated. Although he’s a profes-
sional musician, he contributes so much 
to so many charitable organizations in 
the area by performing at no charge. 
From his appearances on the Sunday 
evening stage in the summer to the 
Swim for Sarah fundraisers to Pooles-
ville’s Relay for Life (and so many more 
groups), Doug has been instrumental in 
helping to raise hundreds of thousands 
of dollars over the years. 

Even though the Poolesville Band 
Project was formed just for Poolesville 
Day 2005 to then disband and never be 

heard from again, the members keep 
rocking the stage at Poolesville Day, 
this year will be their fourth, and they 
perform at the Sunday night concerts 
at Whalen Commons. Almost all of 
the members are back: vocals, Holli 
Hopkins and Gina Beck; guitars, Brian 
Snider, Paul Hooper (founder), twelve-
year-old Daniel Hooper, and Brian Ben-
oit (vocals); keyboards, Mike McCarthy 
(vocals); and Ron Miller on drums. Of 
the genre of music the PBP plays, “We’re 
doing some country and some soul; 
we’re gonna do a little bit of rock and 
roll,” Paul Hooper says. “We’re looking 
forward to seeing all of our neighbors 
and friends out there,” he adds.

It has been one year since the Sonic 
Cheetahs of Death have cheated death 
for another return performance at 
Poolesville Day. Years ago, we knew 
them as the indie rock band grubspoon, 
but in 2006, the metamorphosis took 

Something Old, Something New, Something Borrowed, and 
Yeah, Some Blues

- Continued on Page 21.

18th Annual Poolesville Day 
Celebration: 
Bigger and Better Than Ever
By Poolesville Day Committee, Inc. 
Co-Chairpersons: Brice Halbrook and 
Bridget Burke

Poolesville Day is just around the cor-
ner, and the members of this year’s com-
mittee have been working long hours in 
preparation for an unforgettable festival. 
We are proud of our town, and we 
appreciate the opportunity to continue 
creating a festival that showcases our 
wonderful community. We hope that 
everyone will come early and stay late 
because the festivities will be Bigger and 
Better than ever.

The committee has changed things 
up this year with a new festival date of 
Saturday, September 20 (same hours: 
9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.), new vendors, ad-
ditional committee members, and fresh, 
new ideas.

We are happy to welcome new com-

mittee members Rinnie Magaha, Eddie 
Kuhlman, Cathy and Mike Bupp, and 
Victor Lundberg. The committee is also 
excited to announce new features in this 
year’s festival: 

- A Livestock Display (presented by 
The Poolesville Livestock Club) and a 
farm equipment display to celebrate 
Poolesville’s heritage, both located in the 
field next to the new town hall;

- A Skateboarding Park, located in the 
M&T Bank parking lot closest to Fisher 
Avenue;

- Kid’s Korner, an area for kids eight 
and under, located in the Corner Café 
parking lot; 

- Falcon Lane, featuring Poolesville 
High School groups, located down Fyffe 
Road next to Whalen Commons.

We have had a great response from 
both vendors and sponsors this year. 
Expect to see some of your neighbors as 
vendors this year. Community partici-
pation has increased since last year as 
local residents will be showcasing their 
hidden talents.

The public can expect a bigger and bet-
ter parade kicking off at 9:30 a.m. sharp. 
The Independent Order of Odd Fellows 
will proudly serve as Grand Marshal and 
will be celebrating 150 years of service to 
the Poolesville Community.

 A central plaza atmosphere has been 
established in and around Whalen Com-
mons with the addition of the new town 
hall, Falcon Lane, and the livestock display 

-Continued  on Page 16.

This International Order of the 
Oddfellows, Lodge #97, will play an 
important role at Poolesville Day. 
The widows and orphans luncheon 

exemplifies the organization’s 150 years 
of love and caring for the community.

In response to your many inquiries, 
the Poolesville Band Project will be at 

Poolesville Day.

You know you’ll have fun. Don’t miss the 
parade.

There’s no telling what you’ll see.
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Members of the Poolesville Day Committee: Front Row – Michelle Halbrook, Diane 
Rose, Bridget Burke (co-chair) Back Row: Brice Halbrook (co-chair), Rinnie Magaha, 

Theresa Yost, Phymeon Lyles, Carol Dundas, Cathy Bupp, Ray Hoewing, Brian Sheron.  
Not pictured: Michael Shapiro, Mike Bupp, Eddie Kuhlman, Richard Rose, Victor 

Lundberg, Dawn Albert, Cal Sneed, Laura Yeatts, Tom Yeatts, Gail Lee, Thomas Lee, 
Rande Davis, Jim Brown, Gabi Jacobs, and Wade Yost
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Equestrian
The Greening of Our 
Barns: Updating Your 
Equine Life Affordably 
Carol Rae Hansen, Ph.D., Director
Equine Therapy Associates

Most of us care deeply about 
preserving the health and integrity 
of Montgomery County’s acclaimed 
Agricultural Reserve—if not for its 
intrinsic value, then for the delight it 
offers to the eye, the riding freedom 
it offers, the ease of its proximity to 
the D.C.-metropolitan area, and the 
wealth of equine business opportuni-
ties it presents.

You, the reader, can profoundly 
affect the Ag Reserve’s health, and 
by extension, the well-being of the 
watershed and air quality of four mil-
lion people and hundreds of millions 
of animals in the metro-D.C. area to 
our south and east by simple green 
decisions daily. This column is the 
first of three on “green” practices for 
your equestrian life. Today’s column 
covers affordable practices for you 
equine life. The next column will take 
on “Renovating the Green Barn,” and 
the final column in the series zeros 
in on the top picks for “Building the 
Green Farm.” Start living the Green 
Barn Life today. 

1. “Early to Bed, Early to Rise.” 
Save more than fifty percent on en-
ergy use by following the rhythms of 
the seasons. Do all your barn chores 
by natural light; adjust your barn 
visits and lesson hours to natural 
daylight. You will delight in your 
animals’ health and vigor.

2. Make every light a compact 
fluorescent. The average home has 
fifty-four bulbs; the average small/me-
dium barn complex has thirty-five; 
the average large barn two hundred. 
Save money and energy by switching 
today.

3. Read the World Watch Insti-
tute’s State of the World, 2008 for 
advice on renewing, reusing, and 
recycling all those wasteful and po-
tentially hazardous items.

4. Use your purchasing power to 
avoid unnecessary packaging, to buy 
in bulk, to buy locally, to avoid long-
distance shipping, and ultimately, to 
change the policies of producers and 
suppliers. Make this a priority of your 
association or organization.

5. Ask friends and colleagues to 
coordinate farrier and routine vet vis-
its, schedule traveling instructors and 

feed deliveries, mowing schedules, 
carpools, and lessons.

6. Buy, rent (www.evrental.com 
or www.enterprise.com), or lease a 
hybrid vehicle, including the new 
4/6 cylinder adjustable vehicles that 
give you more power when you need 
them. Agitate with fleet buyers and 
legislators for electric and hydrogen 
vehicles. 

7. Use timers to ensure energy 
use when rates are lowest (midnight 
to 6:00 a.m.): run your dish and 
clothes washers only overnight, and 
save significantly on your bills, while 
avoiding the need to build unneces-
sary new power plants. Help prevent 
Maryland’s looming energy crisis.

8. Plug all electronics into ap-
pliance strips, and unplug to avoid 
“Vampire Sucking” whenever they are 
not in use. Save ten percent on power 
use.

9. Turn off all lights and heat/cool-
ing in unused areas; rethink space 
timing and use.

10. Get free power company en-
ergy audits; install weather-stripping 
and caulk around all windows, doors; 
put insulation in outlets and light 
switches. 

11. Reset thermostats: 80 degrees 
(cool) and 55 degrees (heat). Save 
three to four percent for each degree 
adjusted towards a conservation set-
ting. Open windows for cross ventila-
tion.

12. Save birds/mammals by us-
ing no pesticides or herbicides. Go 
organic.

13. Produce your own free organic 
fertilizer by composting greens and 
browns together. Each equine pro-
duces ten tons of raw waste per year 
or one ton of compost.

14. Plant shelter belts, shade trees, 
gardens and orchards; buy local, 
organic produce through CHAs and 
Farmers’ Markets (www.sare.org, 
www.slowfoodusa.org).

15. Xeroscape your property; 
plant drought-resistant plants and 
trees; save our wells. Hand dig weeds, 
use Fly Predators (bio pest controls), 
and mulch, mulch, mulch. Use push 
mowers, hire teens to landscape, rake, 
and mow; avoid lawn mowing below 
four inches or when the ground is dry 
(July through September).

16. Take earth-friendly vacations: 
www.earthwatch.org, www.oofusa.
org.

17. Clean with safe, organic 
products: return to the tried and true 
basics such as vinegar and water, bak-

-Continued on Page 33.
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The Never Ending 
Story
By John Clayton

I am grateful that it is Poolesville 
Day that occurs every year, and not 
the presidential election. Four years is 
fine for presidential campaigns, even 
though they now last two years. I’m 
very grateful they don’t occur any 
more often than they do. This goes 
double for conventions. I didn’t watch 
much of either convention, at least not 
as a percentage of the time they were 
broadcast. Nothing big gets decided 
anymore—a few personnel decisions 
are ratified and some policy pledges 
are made and forgotten. Mere info-
mercials for the most part, but admit-
tedly they do have their moments, as 
we shall see. I found myself switching 
over to Nationals games during much 
of the time, and they were winning 
for once. Perhaps I would have been 
more disciplined if the TV dial only 
offered three networks with the con-
vention and a UHF station showing 
reruns. Ah, the good old days.

Now that each candidate has 
chosen his running mate, and we 
are—thank God—in the home stretch, 
you have to admit that it’s a pretty 
fascinating match-up. There has been 
a lot of comment over the fact that 
each candidate’s selection of a run-
ning mate has undermined a core 
campaign theme. I suspect that when 
we expect our presidential candidates 
to be all things to all people, this is 
inevitable. For Obama, the selection of 
Joseph Biden undermines that whole 
change thing that he used to swamp 
Hillary Clinton. Senator Biden is a 
capable man with many fine quali-
ties, but he’s going to be tough to sell 
as an agent for change, whatever that 
means. For McCain, his attack on 
Obama for being inexperienced was 
undermined by his selection of a can-
didate with even less experience, and 
it has kicked off a lively debate on 
the character and nature of different 
forms of experience that isn’t likely to 
end any time soon. It also provided 
impetus for new attacks on Obama’s 
experience or lack thereof. They 
have been careful about attacking 
his experience in the Senate, because 
it undermines their own candidate, 
but it appears all of his other resume 
items are fair game.

I didn’t watch all of the speeches, 
but I did watch some of the four 

speeches by the two candidates and 
their running mates. Joseph Biden’s 
speech was the most garden-variety 
political speech of them all. There was 
nothing wrong with it content- or de-
livery-wise, but it wasn’t compelling 
or memorable. Then again, that isn’t 
what he was brought in for. Barack 
Obama’s speech won huge points for 
stagecraft, but otherwise he delivered 
the basic Democratic Party catechism 
for the faithful, which I guess is what 
he and his handlers felt he had to do. 
Perhaps the criticisms of his being just 
a speechmaker have made him wary 
of delivering too much of a barn-
burner. The Sarah Palin speech was of 
course the signature event of the four, 
and I tried to watch as much of it as I 
could take, but it really wasn’t my cup 
of tea. The content has been described 
as “red meat” for the right wing, but 
I thought of it more as conservative 
talk radio for prime time; it had that 
steady tone of sarcastic nastiness so 
beloved by talk radio aficionados. 
Obviously, the speech was inspired to 
fire up the faithful. We’ll see how that 
plays later.

It will also be very interesting 
over the next few weeks to see how 
Sarah Palin’s candidacy progresses. I 
am somewhat dumfounded that the 
Republican Party thinks that some-
one who has unflinchingly espoused 
the right-wing George Bush credo 
on almost any issue you can name—
abortion, stem cell research, global 
warming, energy, sex education, 
religion versus science, environmental 
protection—will be attractive in a na-
tional election. Clearly, they feel that 
mobilizing the right wing is worth 
alienating other voters, and I’m sure 
they’ve done the math. As the media 
rips into her, she will have some bad 
days to be sure, but I don’t think she’s 
going to morph into Danielle Quayle. 
I have read a fair amount, admittedly 
in condensed form, about her battles 
with the entrenched Alaskan alliance 
of oil companies and helpful Repub-
lican officials, including the man who 
appointed her to a regulatory agency. 
It might be unwise to underestimate 
her. 

I watched most of John McCain’s 
speech because the Redskins and the 
Nationals games were both over, and 
it was fun watching the crowd try to 
figure out whether or not they wanted 
to cheer when he paused for what he 
obviously thought were boffo ap-
plause moments. He did deliver some 
sure-fire applause lines, but I thought 

-Continued on Page 7.
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Garden
Get a Head Start 
On Spring

By Maureen O’Connell

There is a hint of fall in the air. The 
day’s temperature may still be in the 
high eighties, but there is a subtle dif-
ference in the garden. In our Monocacy 
area, September can be one of the most 
beautiful and comfortable months of the 
year. The neighboring farmer’s har-
vested fields are blond in color, and the 
pastures are dry after the hot summer. 
Unlike last year, the abundance of rain 
in the spring and early summer enabled 
many framers to get a good second 
cutting of hay. In the garden, the late 
flowering autumn plants cast a pale, soft 
glow. Gardening chores have slowed 
down, but there is one last planting you 
can do before you put your garden to 
bed for the winter. The soil is still warm, 
and with the moisture of potential fall 
rains, the next two months are the per-
fect time for planting spring and sum-
mer flowering bulbs. This time frame 
will give the bulbs a good three months’ 
growing time below ground, before the 
soil gets cold and wet. The young bulbs’ 
roots will be able to get a foothold be-
fore the growing season next year. They 
will, consequently, be well established 
and more resistant to diseases. 

In selecting bulbs, the most im-
portant advice I can give you is to buy 
superior quality bulbs, which are top 
size, hand-cured, and named cultivars. 
You get what you pay for. Don’t buy 
the small, mass-marketed ones from dis-
count stores. You will be disappointed 
in their performance. There are several 
reputable garden centers in our area 
that sell high-grade bulbs. The catalogs 
of Wayside Gardens, White Flower 
Farm, Colorblends, New Holland Bulb 
Company, and Breck’s offer a large 
selection of bulbs. There are many vari-

eties of bulbs which bloom at different 
times. If you choose them carefully, you 
can have something in flower from late 
winter to late fall. 

Where to plant bulbs? There are 
several ways to introduce bulbs into 
your garden. For a formal look, such as 
in a Williamsburg-style, create a sepa-
rate bed of either one color or a group-
ing of compatible color combinations. 
Colorblends is a new catalog for me. I 
received a copy in the mail last week, 
and I was impressed with their many, 
varied selections. It takes the guesswork 
out of creating a great spring flower 
show. Throughout the catalog, they 
suggest two to three similar bulbs in 
specific colors that they have tested in 
the field and are timed to bloom simul-
taneously. For a more informal garden 
look, I like to scatter three, six, or nine 
bulbs among my perennial beds. The 
tall, strong stems of allium, topped with 
perfect large orbs of lilac-purple, white, 
or rosy-purple, make a dramatic state-
ment placed singly or clustered among 
lower-growing summer perennials. My 
two favorites are Allium Globemaster 
and Allium Purple Sensation. 

In late February and early March, 
many gardeners are anxious to put 
behind them the long, cold, dreary days 
of winter. To convince yourself that 
spring is just around the corner, try sow-
ing early flowering bulbs in your lawn. 
These little jewels will quickly brighten 
your lawn with tiny, bright flowers, but 
they will die back in time to mow the 
lawn. To plant, dig up with the back of a 
shovel a three inch deep slit in the grass. 
Lift the sod and plant four to five bulbs. 
Remove the shovel and tamp down the 
sod with your foot. Some good bulbs for 
this method are: galanthus, Chionodoxa 
forbessii, Eranthis cilicica, Scilla siberica, 
crocus, Iris reticulaa var. x Iris, and 
Puschkinia libanotica. 

Planting any bulbs in quantity can 

-Continued on Page 24.

September 13
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
New Town Hall – Poolesville
Refreshments
11:00 a.m.

Dukes of Hazzard Star 
Ben Jones: “Crazy Cooter”
At Poolesville Hardware
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Saturday Night in the Country
Rural Women Republican Club
Annual BBQ Dinner and Fundraiser
Izaak Walton League
5:00 p.m.

Scrapbooking Fair
Bring your own supplies
St. Peter’s Church
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

September 13 and 14
Circle of Hope Therapeutic Riding 
training session.
Pleasant View Farm, 22500 West Har-
ris Road, Barnesville.
Call 301-916-2040 for time and more 
information.

September 14
Concerts in Park
Brian Gross 
7:00 p.m.

Capitol Polo Club
Capitol Women’s Club Cup Tourna-
ment
Fundraiser for Breast Cancer
Polo Grounds

September 19
Monocacy Garden Club
Annual Flower and Garden Show
St. Peter’s Church
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Historic Medley Annual Art Show
Poolesville Bank Museum 

Local artists display and sell
Fundraiser for HMD
$35.00
6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

September 20
Poolesville Day Festival
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Library Book Sale
Poolesville Library
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

PACC 5K Run/Jog/Walk
Starts behind Bassett’s 
Registration until 7:30 a.m.
Race Starts – 8:00 a.m.

HMD Annual Art Show
Open to Public
Poolesville Bank Museum
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

September 21 
HMD Annual Art Show
Open to Public
Poolesville Bank Museum
Noon to 5:00 p.m.

53rd Celebrate Gaithersburg Festival
Street Fair – Music/Food/Fun
Summit Ave. and Diamond Ave.
Noon to 5:00 p.m.

September 24
Pre-School Music and Bible Story
St. Peter’s Church
Snacks/music/stories
10:00 a.m.

MOP Special Program
Mothers of pre-schoolers
Open to public
Poolesville Baptist Church
9:30 a.m.

September 27
Lord’s Acre Festival
United Memorial Methodist Church
Music/food/games and more
8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Things to Do
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“Commentary” Continued From Page 4.

the crowd got fooled a few times 
when they were called upon to cheer 
for something more complex than 
cut-the-taxes and bomb-the-bad-guys. 
You could really see the wheels turn-
ing after a few of McCain’s applause 
pauses. They never really got their 
rhythm, and it was nothing like the 
good ol’ time they had the day before 
with Governor Palin. 

This may be a bit of a stretch, but 
when I watch all this carefully-manu-
factured enthusiasm, I recall having 
read that when Abraham Lincoln 
was nominated for the presidency in 
1860, he not only did not attend the 
nominating convention, in accordance 
with the custom of the day, but very 
few members of his party had the 
slightest idea what he looked like. 
Subsequently, as he began to meet 
more and more people during his 
campaign (also a limited endeavor in 
those days), there was great shock at 
his appearance, as he was, let’s face it, 
rather strange looking. Nevertheless, 
this was no great impediment to his 
being elected. He also wrote his own 
speeches. I would say our criteria 
have changed significantly.

Editor’s Note: Commentaries 
represent the opinion of the author 
and do not necessarily represent the 
opinions of Monocacy Press, LLC and 
this newspaper.

Subscribe to the 
Monocacy Monocle

$31.50 per year
The Monocacy Monocle

P.O. Box 175
Poolesville MD 20837

editor@MonocacyMonocle.com
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Local News

Skateboard Park 
For a Day

Cathy Bupp, Town of Poolesville 
special event coordinator, and resident, 
Butch Zachrel, have been working on 
a small Skate Park for Poolesville Day. 
The equipment to be set up was first 
used this past summer at a skate camp 
during the town’s recreational park 
program. Bupp and Zachrel are work-
ing on the final stages of the layout, but 
plans are for simple street equipment 

such as rails, small ramps, boxes, and 
they are looking to borrow other equip-
ment such as quarter pipes.

The temporary skateboard park 
will be set up to the rear of the parking 
area of M&T Bank and plans call for 
best trick contests which will be judged 
by age. Arrangements for some of the 
area’s leading skateboard celebrities to 
come to Poolesville Day are still being 
ironed out. Skateboarding in the streets 
is not allowed even during Poolesville 
Day. For those who bring a skateboard 
to use on the temporary set up, they 
will have a special check area so kids 
can leave their skateboards which will 
be held for them while the kids walk 
around and join in the other events and 

activities. There will also be a raffle for 
a free Gravity skateboard.

Zachrel and his wife became in-
volved in skateboarding about six years 
ago when their sons Austin, fourteen 
years old, and Alexander, nineteen, 
developed their interest in the skating 
sport. Their interest continues today, 
and Austin has even been written up 
in Concrete Wave magazine, a publica-
tion for skateboard enthusiasts. Many 
skateboarding parents and groups 
have been involved in the Mid-Atlantic 

Skateboard Association, which not only 
develops the sport but holds multiple 
fundraising contests and demonstra-
tions throughout Maryland to benefit 
cancer research.

With the town considering the 
potential development of a skateboard 
park, spectators at Poolesville Day are 
encouraged to stop by the skateboard 
demonstration and contests to view 
and learn about one of the fastest 
growing sports in America.
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Mystery History
Is it Really the 18th Anniversary of 
Poolesville Day?
By Rande Davis

Maybe you have seen the publici-
ty for the 18th Annual Poolesville Day, 
and it might amuse you to know the 
Poolesville Day committee had quite 
a long discussion during one meeting 
trying to determine the exact an-
niversary date for our more modern 
festival. Not to diminish the longevity 
of our great event, but festivals and 
community fairs in Poolesville have 
a much longer history. As proof of 
Poolesville’s mysterious history re-
garding community celebrations, we 
ran across a wonderful report on one 
such fabulous day in 1922.

The December 1922 Poolesville 
Pool had a front page story on 
the overwhelming success of the 
Poolesville Fair held in November 
of that year. The edition reviewed is 
Volume 1, No. 1, and there is no indi-
cation that other issues were printed. 
Having the agricultural exhibit added 
to our big day sure has some deep 
roots in the community as shown by 
the following story that we, at the 
Monocle, are pleased to reprint: 

The Poolesville Fair
The success of the Poolesville 

Fair, November 25, surpassed all 
expectations. Through the entire day 
the large crowd indicated that the 
new project had met with no little ap-
preciation. Early in the morning from 
all directions came women, men, and 
children carrying mysterious look-
ing packages. These materialized into 
exquisite specimens of dainty artistic 
hand work and choice fruits and veg-

etables. At twelve o’clock a pruning 
demonstration was conducted in Mr. 
R. W. Stout’s orchard by Mr. Suare, as-
sisted by Mr. H. Whitehouse and Mr. 
R. Harlin of Maryland University.

At two o’clock in Mr. Luther 
Cruit’s yard a demonstration and les-
son on judging and feeding of poultry 
was given by a representative from 
the experiment school in College Park. 

At three o’clock under the su-
pervision of Miss Blanch Corwin, 
the Garret Park Canning Team dem-
onstrated how to can beef steak and 
chicken. This was followed by short 
talks by Miss Corwin and Miss Eliza-
beth Thompson, Home Demonstra-
tion Agent of Frederick County, who 
judged the needle work exhibited. 
The vegetables and fruits were judged 
by Mr. Whitehouse. The attractive 
premiums awarded were designed 
and painted by Mrs. Brotherton’s 
students. Some of the most unusual 
articles exhibited were: A lace hand-
kerchief, made in the shadow of the 
Pyramids in Egypt, a half gallon of 
peaches canned ten years ago, and 
some twenty-five year old lace still in 
good usable condition.

The winners of premiums fol-
lows…

A sample of the winners an-
nounced can be seen in the photo-
graph that accompanies this article. 
There are many recognizable names, 
and if you have stories to share about 
that day or the people, let us know. In 
coming issues, the Monocle will take a 
step back in time and present vari-
ous articles from this and other local 
newspapers of a bygone era. If you 
happen to possess any old records, 
archives, or newspapers like this, be 
sure to let us know, we would love to 
share them with our readers.

Perhaps you recognize some of the winners in the 1922 Poolesville Fair exhibits.
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Police Blotter

By Jack Toomey

Present

August 19 Burglary. 16600 block of 
West Willard Road, Poolesville.
August  21 Commercial burglary. 
19900 block of Fisher Avenue, 
Poolesville.
August 23 Theft from a vehicle. 17900 
block of Hickman Street, Poolesville.
August 24 Stolen vehicle. 19200 block 
of Hempstone Avenue, Poolesville.
August 30 Burglary. 15200 block of 
Suglarland Road, Poolesville.

Past

September 11, 1928 Police ar-
rested Joseph Bateman of northwest 
Washington and charged him with 
assaulting Mary Ball of River Road, 
Montgomery County. It was alleged 
that Bateman struck Ms. Ball over 
the head and forced her to swallow a 
poison capsule. Ms. Ball was taken to 
the Georgetown Hospital.

September 12, 1887 A large 
crowd had gathered at the Barnesville 
campgrounds when a group of toughs 
from Seneca came and tried to break 
up the meeting. Sheriff Miller and his 
deputies sent them away. Later, the 
sheriff was informed that intoxicants 
were being sold at the camp meeting 
and when he and his deputies tried 
to make an arrest, the crowd began 
fighting with the officers. Sheriff 
Miller was knocked to the ground, 
and Deputy Miles was struck over the 
head and then drew his revolver and 
shot two men. One later died.

September 12, 1932 A nineteen-
year-old boy was accidentally shot 
to death by one of his brothers as he 
and three other brothers played with 
a Civil War-era pistol at their home 
north of Germantown. The boys 
had taken a hike and then returned 
to the farmhouse where they lived 
when one of the boys retrieved the 
gun from a shelf. After the gun dis-
charged, the boy took the gun outside 
and placed it on a chopping block 
where he destroyed the gun with an 
ax. The States Attorney determined 
that the death was accidental, and no 
charges were placed.

September 15, 1901 Two farm-
hands became involved in an ar-
gument while they were milking 
cows at the farm of Zach Briggs 
near Gaithersburg. Ernest Norris 
produced a pistol and shot Henson 
Smith. It was thought that Smith 
would die.

September 21, 1956 Police were 
searching for the manager of a 
Poolesville farm who was accused of 
stealing twelve thousand dollars that 
had been intended as a payment for 
cattle. It was reported that Washing-
ton attorney Ringgold Tart, the own-
er of the farm, had purchased the 
cattle from a Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
farmer and had given his manager 
the money as payment. When Mr. 
Tart went to the farm, the manager 
and his wife had moved out.
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Youth Sports

County Announces 
Sportsmanship 
Awards for CHS

The Clarksburg Athletic Depart-
ment proudly announces that the 
following varsity teams received a 
Sportsmanship Award from Mont-
gomery County Public Schools for the 
2008 season.

Girls’ Lacrosse – Lauren Borst, 
Sean Kelly

Boys’ Lacrosse - Curtiss Belcher, 
Ed Kostalansky, Mike McGrew, Ste-
phen Suchdolski

Boys’ Volleyball – Dawn Dickin-
son

Coed Volleyball – Teri Tippett, 
Denise Demosky

Boys’ Tennis – Laura Vicinelly
Track and Field – Scott Mathias, 

Troy Bowers, Rob Burke, Christina 
Mann, Deb Waxman

In addition to winning these 
spring awards, the school system 
announced that Clarksburg had 
received the second most sportsman-

ship awards during the 2007-2008 
school year. For their efforts to pro-
mote and practice good sportsman-
ship, they were rewarded with a prize 
of $1,000.00! 

Congratulations to our athletes, 
coaches, and fans for their outstand-
ing sportsmanship all year long

The list of awards at Poolesville 
High School was not available when 
we went to press.
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Big Board
HMD Hosts Annual Art Show

The talents of local artists, sculp-
turers, and photographers will be 
on display and also for sale with 
purchases made as a fundraiser for 
HMD (fifty percent of a purchase is 
tax deductible). This annual art show 
will begin on Friday, September 19 
(6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.). This is an 
important benefit to help raise funds 
to restore the building to its original 
function as the Poolesville National 
Bank, as the building will eventu-
ally become a Town and Civil War 
museum.

The HMD Art Show and Fund-
raiser is being held in conjunction 
with the 100th Anniversary of the 
building’s opening as the Poolesville 
Bank, and provides an opportunity to 
see the renovation progress to date.  
The transformation of the site into the 
Poolesville Museum is an important 
step in HMD’s ongoing preservation 
work.  The revitalization of this iconic 
building will provide the Poolesville 
community with a historically-signifi-
cant venue that is relevant and acces-
sible for community use today.  HMD 
is actively reaching out to school and 
community groups in developing 

plans for the facility’s use that will 
benefit and bring together groups 
dedicated to celebrating local arts, 
education, and historical preservation.

An array of area artists and 
photographers displaying and sell-
ing their work will be there to meet 
the public and art enthusiasts.  At 
the Friday event, there will be hors 
d’oeuvres and wine served.  The cost 
per ticket for the evening fundraiser is 
$35.00 per person.

Then on Poolesville Day and 
September 21, 27, and 28, the art show 
will continue from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m.  A donation of only $5.00 is re-
quested for the art show presentation.
Circle of Hope Therapeutic Riding 
Looking for Volunteers

Are you looking for a way to have 
fun and help others at the same time?  
Do you like horses, the outdoors, 
children?  Do you need community 
service hours? Are you retired and 
looking for a way to fill a few hours 
a week? Circle of Hope Therapeutic 
Riding (CHTR) in Barnesville is seek-
ing volunteers to assist participants 
and work with horses. No experience 
is necessary, CHTR provides all train-
ing. Training sessions are held each 
month and consist of a two to two 
and one-half hour session on one Sat-
urday and Sunday. Our next training 

session will be held on September 13 
and 14. Volunteers must be fourteen 
years or older. For more information, 
call us at 301-916-2040 or visit our 
web site at www.CHTR.org. CHTR is 
a nationally-accredited non-profit or-
ganization dedicated to encouraging 
the physical and mental development 
of children and adults with disabili-
ties. Their equine-facilitated approach 
incorporates cognitive, behavioral, 
psychological, and physical goals to 
increase self-confidence, self-esteem, 
physical independence, and social 
awareness. 
Annual Saturday Night in the 
Country Event

The Rural Republican Women’s 
Club is hosting its annual Saturday 
Night in the Country fundraiser on 
September 13 at 5:00 p.m. at the Izaak 
Walton League.  They will have the 
Singing Auctioneer again this year as 
well as their traditional BBQ chicken 
dinner.  Additionally, they will have 
four veterans recovering at Walter 
Reed and their guests.  The funds for 
this event do not go for political pur-
poses, but are raised to support club 
activities, especially The Mary Da-
vidson Scholarship Fund, WUMCO, 
and other local charities.  To make 
reservations, you may contact Sarah 
Nichols at 301-972-7297.
Women’s Polo on Hughes Road

On September 14, starting at 
noon, the Capitol Polo Club on 
Hughes Road in Poolesville will host 
the Capitol Women’s Polo Chal-
lenge—the Polo Cup—to promote 
Breast Cancer Awareness. Two polo 
matches are featured with enter-
tainment before and between the 
matches. The first polo match is an 
exhibition match played by local 
players from the D.C. Metro area. The 
main benefit match is the finals of the 
Capitol Women’s Challenge, a United 
States Polo Association tournament 
featuring women polo players from 
around the greater Washington area 
and beyond.

Before the matches and between 
the matches, there will be a polocrosse 
exhibition—lacrosse on horseback—
as well as a musical dressage ride and 
other equestrian demonstrations.
56th Annual Memorial Methodist’s 
Lord’s Acre Festival

Possibly the Western Up County’s 
second oldest annual community 
event (St. Mary’s Chicken Dinner and 
Fair would be the first oldest) Lord’s 
Acre is slated to be held at Memo-
rial United Methodist Church from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, 

September 27.  Planners for this year’s 
event promise that it will live up to 
the anticipation of the many in the 
region who attend every year.

Mention Lord’s Acre, and many 
people think “Memorial apple but-
ter,” the trademark delicacy that 
Memorial’s best cooks made earlier 
this week.  Of course, there will be an 
ample supply to purchase for your 
family or for wonderful Christmas 
gifts.  Attendees can also count on the 
other features that have attracted them 
in the past.  For example, the offer-
ing of baked goods—too numerous 
to count—is usually snapped up well 
before noon. Expect to find a mouth-
watering sampling of home-baked 
pies, breads, cakes, cookies, and can-
dies.  Then there are other perennial 
favorites such as the silent auction, 
Attic Treasures (household goods, 
furniture, toys, etc.), and a large selec-
tion of gently-used books, DVDs, and 
cassettes.  Budgets are a little tight for 
some people this year, and you can 
depend on real bargains at all three of 
these events.

With all these attractions you may 
develop hunger pangs.  Not to worry.  
Homemade soups, BBQ sandwiches, 
hamburgers, hot dogs, and popcorn 
will be available.  Wait, there’s more.  
Children will be able to work off some 
of their energy on a Moon Bounce, 
and there will be live entertainment 
by the Bob Lauder Band.  Finally, 
everybody will want to check out the 
fresh produce and mums that will be 
available.

Join your friends and neighbors 
at Memorial, 17821 Elgin Road on 
September 27.  Proceeds from the 
event help to support the operations 
and programs of the church, including 
many community-related activities.

For further information: Contact 
Kirsten Lewis kir05@hotmail.com or 
call 301-330-5128.
Gin Blossoms 
27th Annual Celebrate Gaithersburg 
Festival

“Celebrate Gaithersburg in Olde 
Towne,” Gaithersburg’s popular street 
festival, is back for its twenty-seventh  
year.  A several-block area around the 
intersection of Summit and Diamond 
Avenues will be closed to traffic as the 
entire community comes out for a day 
of music, food, arts, crafts, amuse-
ments, and much more, sponsored 
in part by MIX 107.3 FM and Tots2T-
weens.com.  It all happens on Sunday, 
September 21 from 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 

-Continued on Page 34.
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area. In addition, the park will be full of ex-
citement again with great activities, food, 
and music for everyone. It will also house 
our first official Food Court with covered 
dining tents where you can sit and enjoy 
BBQ, crab cakes, funnel cakes, pizza, 
beef brisket, kettle corn, and bratwurst. 
A walk down Fisher Avenue will also 
lead you to more delicious food such as 
pizza, hotdogs, ice cream, and wonderful 
baked goods from the local churches and 
organizations.

Music, music, music, and more mu-
sic will fill the streets. Nine bands will 
perform in five locations between 10:00 
a.m. and 2:00 p.m. These bands include: 
Durham Station, The Bob Lauder Band, 
Doug Bell, the Poolesville Band Project, 
Sonic Cheetahs of Death, Borderline Per-
fect, Young Wild Things, Gina deSimone 
and the Moaners, and Steve Gellman. The 
main stage will feature excellent music all 
day long. Deanna Bogart gave an unfor-
gettable performance as last year’s head-
liner, and this year, the Junkyard Saints 
will close out the festival with their high 
energy, New Orleans-style party music 
performance from 1:45 p.m. to 3:15 p.m. 
on the main stage in Whalen Commons. 
It’s going to be a grand finale you won’t 
want to miss.

This year’s Poolesville Day would not 
have been possible without the finan-
cial support of the many sponsors who 
stepped forward this year to contribute 

to the festival. The committee would 
like to thank the Town of Poolesville for 
its annual contribution that funds the 
children’s rides and festival tents, Win-
chester Homes, Kettler Forlines Homes, 
Covanta Energy, Townsend and Halbrook 
Mortgage, Smith-Litho, M&T Bank, Harris 
Teeter, Huron Consulting, BB&T Bank, 
Sen. Rob Garagiola, and the Monocacy 
Monocle. We’d also like to give special 
thanks to Poolesville On-Line, Smith-Litho 
and Helping Hands Committee. We are 
overwhelmed by the support and generos-
ity of these impressive companies and 
people. Further demonstration of greater 
community participation is reflected in 
the work of the Poolesville High School 
Global Ecology group which is estab-
lishing the first recycling program for a 
Poolesville Day festival. Recycling bins 
will be positioned near the trash cans so 
please help us recycle. The UMCVFD is 
also providing a first aid tent at Millford 
Mill Road, east of Whalen Commons. 
Also, the Poolesville Day Commit-
tee will have an information booth at 
the monument in Whalen Commons. 
Please feel free to stop by, say hello, 
and bring your questions and sugges-
tions for next year. Better yet, vol-
unteer to help! The festival will take 
place rain or shine. 
Thank you, and we look forward to 
seeing you on September 20! 

“Poolesville Day” Continued from 
Page 1.
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place that turned the four lads into five, 
and the acoustic-based, indie pop/rock 
band bordering on alternative coun-
try exploded from the cocoon onto 
the Poolesville Day stage for its debut 
performance. There has been a small 
member change from last year as Belle 
left and was replaced by multi-instru-
mentalist, Brad Gartrell, on keyboard, 
guitar, slide, mandolin, and vocals. Brad 
joins Andy Swick (vocals, guitar), Dave 
“Turbo” Gertz (lead guitar), Jeff Stitely 
(drums, percussion), and Scott Carpen-
ter (bass, vocals). 

Returning for its fourth year in a 
row, the Durham Station Bluegrass 
Band is a must-have at Poolesville 
Day—after all, without the ancestors of 
one of its members, there would be no 
Poolesville—we also like their music. 
A direct descendant of the original 
Pooles, Willie Poole plays mandolin. 
Other members include Evan Clark on 
guitar, Gary Hartman on banjo, and Bob 
Graver on upright bass fiddle. Dur-
ham Station is known for its old-time 
bluegrass sound. Based in Columbia, 
they have played throughout Maryland, 
West Virginia, and Pennsylvania. 

The Bob Lauder Band will also 
be making a return appearance on the 

stage for this, its second Poolesville 
Day. Whether you like rock, country, or 
bluegrass, the Bob Lauder Band, with 
its trademark Americana music is sure 
to please. “You take a little bluegrass, a 
little country, a little rock and roll, and 
mix it all together,” says Bob Lauder. 
Members include: Bob Lauder on gui-
tar, mandolin, and vocals; Rob Steward 
on drums and vocals; Chuck Banks, Jr. 
on bass; George Brooks on guitar and 
vocals; Kenny Rosen on organ, piano, 
fiddle, and harmonica; and Kolev “Ko-
letrain” Dworkin on lead guitar. They 
will also be performing the following 
week at the Poolesville United Method-
ist Church Festival on September 27. 

Are you ready for a party? Do you 
have the recipe for success? Gina DeSim-
one and the Moaners’s recipe for a great 
party: Start with one woman, Gina, a 
bunch of guitars and a whole lotta blue 
smoke. Add the unstoppable energy of 
Pat Quinn on bass and chilling harmo-
nies. Top with mind-blowing solos by 
David Savage on cornet and harmonica. 
Set on a foundation of Ron Goad’s 
steady beats and tireless wit. Blend 
ingredients together for a mix of eccen-
tric, eclectic sounds from a range of eras. 
Style is no object. The Moaners’ diverse 
backgrounds come together to offer a 
night of music delivered with fun-loving 
humor that is sure to entertain. Finally, 

dance your pants off with Gina DeSim-
one and the Moaners.

If that’s not crazy enough for 
you, the Young Wild Things will take 
the Poolesville Day stage for the first 
time—sort of. You’ve probably al-
ready heard members Sam Guertin 
and Robert Hooper when they played 
previous P’ville Days with Cardiac Ar-
rest and ROX24. This year, Sam (guitar, 
keyboard, vocals) and Robert (drums) 
complete their band with Cody Gorres 
(guitar, vocals) performing an acoustic 
set of their alternative, electronic, pop 
genres. They’re looking forward to re-
leasing their first album this December, 
From the Pages.

Newcomer to the Poolesville Day 
music scene, Steven Gellman, folk artist, 
will be a welcome addition to all these 
other fine musicians. Steven performs 
throughout the United States and Can-
ada and has garnered critical acclaim in 
the process. Billboard Magazine describes 
Steven Gellman’s music as “intensely 
sensitive and impressively intelligent 
at the same time.” As another reviewer 
aptly phrased it, Gellman’s songs are 
“Kodak moments” from his life. Don 
Murphy of the National Theatre says, 
“Steven Gellman’s insightful original 
songs and homespun stories provide 
a soul-warming folk rock respite in a 
busy, chilly world.”

“Something Old, Something  New” 
Continued from Page 1.

Tidbits of the Past
September 3, 1916 Mrs. Leonard 

Hays entertained a number of friends 
at her home in Barnesville in honor of 
her guest, Mrs. Lillian Humphrey of 
Washington. Some of those in atten-
dance were Mrs. and Mrs. Dawson 
Trundle, Misses Eppie and Mildred 
Shreve, Grace Hough, and Richard 
and Maynard Sellman.

September 13, 1922 The Boyds 
team of the Montgomery baseball 
league accepted a challenge from 
Landover of the Prince Georges 
League to play an intercounty series 
of three games. Honey Pollack, the 
manager of Boyds, announced that 
because baseball is not allowed to be 
played on Sunday in that town that 
the first game would be played at 
Landover.

September 14, 1912 William 
Luckett, of Boyds, died at the Emer-
gency Hospital in Washington. He 
had been employed as a stableman 
and had been cut by a rusty horse-
shoe nail on his left hand. He ne-
glected to have it treated and came 
down with lockjaw and sought the 
treatment of Doctor Norris of Boyds 

who transferred him to the hospital 
in Washington. His jaws were pried 
open and he survived sixteen days by 
being fed soft foods but eventually his 
jaws locked tight and the unfortunate 
Luckett succumbed.

September 16, 1917 Miss Ruth 
Chiswell of Dickerson was visiting 
friends in Rockville.

September 20, 1918 Edwin 
Broome, the superintendent of public 
schools, announced the appointments 
of principals for the 1918 – 1919 school 
year: Miss Elizabeth White, Monocacy, 
Miss Sarah Soper, Boyds, and Miss Ida 
Hickman at Martinsburg. 

September 23, 1912 Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Williams of Poolesville 
announced the engagement of their 
daughter, Miss Jane Williams, to 
Henry White Allnutt of Dawsonville.

September 28, 1922 Guy Carter 
sold a house and large lot to Amos 
Carter, of Montrose, on the Falls Road 
for five thousand dollars.

September 30, 1914 W. W. Curtis 
motored to Barnesville from Wash-
ington to spend the weekend with his 
family.

September 30, 1917 The last meet-

ing of the Poolesville Women’s Club 
was held at the home of Mrs. William 
Hempstone. Papers were read by Mrs. 
James Darby and I. R. Gray.



September 12, 2008 The Monocacy Monocle     Page 22 

Tidbits

Congratulations to the Weinberg 
Center for the Arts.

Weinberg Center for the Arts 
has been selected for the 2008 Best 
of Frederick Award in the Theatres 
category by the U.S. Local Business 
Association (USLBA).

The USLBA “Best of Local Busi-
ness” Award Program recognizes out-
standing local businesses throughout 
the country. Each year, the USLBA 
identifies companies that they believe 
have achieved exceptional market-
ing success in their local community 
and business category. These are local 
companies that enhance the posi-
tive image of small business through 
service to their customers and com-
munity. Various sources of informa-
tion were gathered and analyzed to 
choose the winners in each category. 
The 2008 USLBA Award Program 
focused on quality, not quantity. 
Winners are determined based on the 
information gathered both internally 
by the USLBA and data provided by 
third parties.The Weinberg Center for 
the Arts, a municipal facility of the 
City of Frederick, is located at 20 West 
Patrick Street in downtown Freder-
ick, Maryland. For more information 

about upcoming events at the Wein-
berg Center, please call the Box Office 
at 301-600-2828 or visit www.wein-
bergcenter.org.
You May Have Important 
Information

Tom King has a farm at 20101 
Beallsville Road which was burglar-
ized, and he would like to know 
of anyone having any information 
leading to the arrest and conviction of 
the person or persons who robbed the 
farm of valuable tools and equipment. 
If you do, you may call Mr. King at 
301-670-6900.
Attention Alumni of the Barnesville 
School

The Barnesville School celebrates 
its fortieth anniversary this year and 
has many events planned throughout 
the year. They would like any alumni 
wanting to update their information 
with the school or who want to be 
notified about all celebratory events 
to email Georganna Glen at gglen@
barnesvilleschool.org or they may 
also call the school at 301-972-0341.
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Center Stage

Holy Used Parts, 
Batman!
By Dominique Agnew

Rounding out what will ultimately 
be a fantastic day for all at the 2008 
Poolesville Day festivities will be the 
renowned Junkyard Saints. Based in the 
Washington, D.C.-Baltimore metropoli-
tan area, the Junkyard Saints’ members 
have years of performing experience and 
recording credits spanning the country 
and many big-name musicians. The 
seven-member band, boasting a full horn 
section, performs its own brand of New 
Orleans-style party music blending funk, 
swing, Latin, rhythm and blues, and a 
touch of zydeco to smooth it all together.

Led by Brian Simms on 
lead vocals, keyboard, and 
harmonica, the other band 
members are: Sterling Pat-
terson, guitar, vocals; Andy 
Hamburger, drums, percus-
sion; John Aversa, bass; Trevor 
Specht, saxophone, vocals; 
Todd Butler, trumpet; and Jeff 
Chiaverini, on trombone.

With regular college and 
independent radio airplay 

across the country, the Junkyard Saints 
have played at some of the most notable 
venues and festivals in the country includ-
ing the Kennedy Center, Lincoln Center, 
Baltimore’s Inner Harbor and Pier Six, 
Ft. Lauderdale Cajun Crawfish Festival, 
Ft. Lauderdale Riverwalk Blues Festi-
val, Bethlehem’s Musikfest, First Night, 
Iota, The FunkBox, and at private events 
for corporate and entertainment clients 
such as HBO, John Waters, Crayola, and 
Northrop-Grumman. They have also per-
formed with such notables as Buckwheat 
Zydeco, the Iguanas, Marcia Ball, and 
Chuck Brown.

The Junkyard Saints are recipients 
of Washington Area Music Association’s 
2007 WAMMIE Awards for Best Roots 
Rock Group and Artist of the Year and 
2008 Best 

Roots Rock Group. 
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be tedious, demanding a degree of 
patience. Here is an easy way to plant 
one hundred bulbs in thirty minutes. 
Dig up an area five feet square, five 
inches deep. Place the soil on a sheet 
of cardboard or a piece of tarp. Then 
space the bulbs about four inches apart 
and position points up. (Several people 
have asked me if bulbs will grow if 
planted upside down. Yes, if they end 
up sideways or upside down when cov-
ered with dirt, they will grow properly 
thanks to geotropism: plants will always 
grow opposite gravity.) Now slide the 
spoil from the tarp back onto the bulbs 
and tamp down lightly. Planting the 
bulbs thickly is better for immediate im-
pact next spring. This is especially true 
for some bulbs, such as bluebells. They 
look more spectacular in one or two 
large drifts of shades of blue, rather than 
a grouping of ten or twenty scattered 
here and there. 

The tulip is probably most people’s 
favorite spring flowering bulb. Anyone 
who has visited the tulip fields of Hol-
land during their prime season marvel 
at these kaleidoscopic bands of color, 
but the beauty of the flowers is short 
lived, since tulip flowers siphon energy 
from the bulbs. Typically, a grower lets 
his fields bloom for about a week, just 

enough time to cull plants of odd size 
or color. As soon as a variety has been 
inspected and the rogues removed, 
the grower brings out a “kopmachine” 
(beheading machine). In late April and 
early May, you can see large piles of 
tulip flowers heaped besides Holland’s 
canals. In some places the flowers are 
fed to cows, which usually eat the red 
flowers first. What the machine misses 
must be snapped off by hand. It is a 
very laborious job, but it must be done 
if the grower wants the largest possible 
crop of top quality bulbs. 

There are so many colors, sizes, and 
shapes of tulips that it is hard to select 
ones for your garden. Every one seems 
more beautiful than the next, and you 
end up wanting one of each. My favor-
ites are the Darwin Hybrids, especially 
the many colors of the Emperor variety. 
Tulips can be frustrating to grow in our 
area, for as much as we love them, so 
do the deer. I have found that spraying 
them with Liquid Fence is effective, but 
you have to spray them often. Contrary 
to what many people think, tulip bulbs 
do not rebloom very reliably in our area. 
They must be replaced every couple of 
years for a good show. 

If you have given up on growing 
any of the bulbs that deer enjoy, daf-
fodils are for you. They are deer and 
rodent proof. There is a vast selection 

of daffodils. You can grow century-old 
varieties next to the latest American 
and English hybrids. They bloom over 
a long period of time, from early spring 
to early summer. Many years ago, there 
was a golden Trumpet daffodil named 
King Alfred. Its popularity made it THE 
golden trumpet and best selling daf-
fodil. Today, it has been superseded by 
others that grow better and have larger 
and more attractive flowers. Four new 
varieties have taken Alfred’s place: 
Rijnveld’s Early Sensation, Carleton, 
Gigantic Star, and Marieke. They have 
become the current gold standard-bear-
ers. Don’t limit your selection of spring 
bulbs to daffodils and tulips. There 
are also the sweet smelling hyacinths, 
crown imperials, fritillaries, alliums, and 
lilies. 

There is a certain feeling to Septem-
ber that I find very calming. Growth in 
the garden has slowed down, and the 
flowers that are still in bloom have a 
more relaxed attitude. There is not the 
fast pace of summer. The garden teeters 
on the edge of decay, but, as always, a 
garden ages gracefully, always harmo-
nizing with the hidden potential of a 
new spring. 

“Headstart on Spring” Continued From 
Page 6.
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Welcome New 
Business

Business Briefs

Cabin Fever
 

After spending just one year 
in retirement from her high school 
teaching career, Jan Schultz truly has 
Cabin Fever, the name of her new 
seasonal retail venture opening 
August 28 which will raise money 
for Breast Cancer, and Food and 
Friends.  The two charities remain 
close to her heart.  Her family has 
been touched by breast cancer, and 
she has raised funds for Food and 
Friends since 1999.  She said, “Food 
and Friends prepares and deliv-
ers three hot meals daily to people 
who are battling life-threatening 
illnesses.  When you are really sick, 
the last thing you want to do is 
cook a nutritious meal.” 

While teaching at Poolesville 
High School, Schultz and her 
co-teacher Jonathan Leong gave a 
community service project to their 
student leadership students.  One 
group selected Food and Friends.  
They hand-wrote over a thousand 
holiday cards to be placed in the meal 
bags of the clients.  Later that year, a 
woman called Schultz’s office to thank 
the students.  The woman said, “My 
father passed away two weeks ago.  
When I went into his apartment it 
was immaculate.  I found three things 
on his dresser.  One was the Bible, 
the second my picture, and the third 
was the holiday card your students 
had sent to him.”  Schultz said she 
received the phone call in March.  
Schultz went to class that day and 
told her leadership students, “Don’t 
ever let anyone tell you that you are 
too young to make a difference in this 
world.  You have made us proud.”  

 Her goal with Cabin Fever is to 
bring holiday decorations and crafts, 
purchased at two national wholesale 
craft shows, and handmade crafts 
to Poolesville while knowing that 
proceeds will go to the two charities.  
Schultz is not taking a salary. 

Schultz was eager to share the fact 
that Jo Mills from Jo’s Framing Shop 
graciously offered her space to sell 
her crafts and retail gifts on a consign-
ment basis.  “I was thrilled with the 
opportunity to work with Jo,” said 
Schultz.  “Jo has gone way over and 
beyond the call of duty to help me 
get started.”  Schultz is hoping that 
her customers will bring their fram-

ing needs to Jo.  “My husband and I 
have had many different items framed 
by Jo, and they were all exceptional!”   
Cabin Fever Crafts will be open start-
ing August 28, Wednesdays through 
Saturdays from 12:00 p,m, to 7:00 
p.m.  Schultz hopes you will come by 
and shop while you get your fram-
ing needs ordered.  Jo’s Frame Shop 
is located at 19831 Fisher Avenue in 
Poolesville.

Cabin Fever comes to town.

By Rande Davis

Total Automotive and Diesel 
Wins Top Rating Recognition

The folks at Total Automotive and 
Diesel in Poolesville may seem a bit 
giddy with excitement these days—
and you can’t blame them. The inves-
tigators at Washington Consumer’s 
Checkbook paid them a visit awhile 
back just to check out their repair 
service in areas including: doing the 
job properly, starting and complet-
ing work promptly, letting you know 
costs early, advice on work options, 
overall performance, and complaints 
from the Better Business Bureau.

After visiting 536 auto service 
companies throughout the metropoli-
tan region, TAD was awarded top cer-
tification with ratings at one hundred 
percent in most areas and overall at 
ninety-five percent. This compares to 
a score of seventy-one percent overall 
for the total number of repair shops 
visited.

In explaining their survey, 
Washington Consumer’s Checkbook 
magazine states that they rate the 
local service firms and professionals 
“you use in your everyday life.” The 
consumer’s magazine covers areas 
including repair shops to plumbers, 
from carpet cleaners to physicians, 
from banks to dog kennels, based 
on more than 420,000 ratings from 
surveyed Checkbook and Consumer 
Reports magazine subscribers, tens of 
thousands of undercover price checks 
by Checkbook’s shoppers. 

A beaming Lyn Bodmer told the 
Monocle that “this kind of achieve-
ment and recognition can only 

happen through the work of our 
employees and the contribution to the 
company they make.”

A New President for Corporate 
Network Services

Corporate Network Services 
(CNS), an IT services firm with forty 
employees based in Poolesville, Mary-
land, announced today that Brenda 
Sneed has been named the new presi-
dent of the company. 

In her new role, Sneed will be 
responsible for the operational success 
of the company and for advancing 
its mission and objectives. Ms. Sneed 
has eleven years of experience at CNS 
and twenty-five years of experience in 
management. Her previous position 
at CNS was Vice President of Finance 
and Administration. She will focus 
on implementing corporate processes 
and improving employee accountabil-

ity, skills she honed while 
at previous management 
positions with Chase Man-
hattan Bank and QVC. 

“I am so excited about 
this opportunity,” Brenda 
said. “CNS is a company 
with a strong employee 
community with equally 
solid product offerings. I 
have seen steady growth 
during my eleven-year ten-
ure here, and in assuming 
this new role, I will focus 
on new initiatives needed 
to support expanded 
growth.”

Total Automotive and Diesel in Poolesville was 
recently awarded a top rating by Washington 

Checkbook magazine.

Brenda Sneed was recently named 
president of Corporate Network Services.

-Continued on Page 26.
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Ms. Sneed graduated from Tren-
ton State College with a Bachelor of 
Science degree. She is active in the 
town of Poolesville and her children’s 
schools. In her spare time, she enjoys 
golf and traveling. 

“I am pleased to be promoting 
Brenda to president. With this new 
organizational change, I believe we 
are allowing people to focus on what 
they do best and are maximizing our 
resources for better efficiencies,” said 
Karen Kalantzis, CEO and owner of 
Corporate Network Services.

 Crafts-A-Plenty and Special 
Gifts Not Just on Poolesville Day

With the excitement of all the 
vendors, food, music, and events on 
Poolesville Day, residents also need 

“Business Briefs”Continued From Page 
25.

to remember those places open for 
the day that service the community 
day-in and day-out. Crafts-A-Plenty, 
across from Jamison’s, will have an 
open door all day displaying many 
selections of crafts and craft supplies, 
and gifts. Reva Hoewing, the pro-
prietor, also has the highly popular 
cat’s meow lineup for the Town of 
Poolesville. She also has great gifts 
especially designating the Poolesville 
area including blankets, cards, and 
T-shirts. 

Also in that area is another gift 
shop of highly unique and historical 
gifts. Historic Medley’s John Poole 
General Store and museum will be 
open throughout the day with living 
history displays and the museum’s 
gift shop is just the place to visit if you 
are looking for special gifts.
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Commercial Display
Morningstar

Welding, LLC
COMMERCIAL, FARMING, & 

RESIDENTIAL WELDING 
We service snow plows 

301-349-2702
17612 Elgin Road – Poolesville
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Poolesville Day 2008 Program Guide
Grand Marshals: 
Poolesville Day 
2008
The I.O.O.F. Lodge #97 Celebrates 150 
Years of Community Service
By Rande Davis

Ordinarily, the grand marshal who 
leads the Poolesville Day Parade and 
kicks off the festival has been an indi-
vidual. This year, the Poolesville Day 
committee is proud to deviate from the 
selection of one individual as grand 
marshal. For Poolesville Day 2008, 
I.O.O.F. Lodge #97 has been chosen as 
our collective grand marshals for their 
profound contributions to the commu-
nity.

Imagine the passing of the torch 
that is required to achieve 150 years of 
service. Their name, the Odd Fellows, 
has an even longer history. In gratitude 
to our current generation of community 
“servants of the heart,” we present the 
following report on this distinguished 
group by sharing their story that first 
appeared in the Monocle last February:

The Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows (IOOF) began in the mid-1700s 
as the Patriotic Order in England. In 
1819, the American IOOF was founded 
in Baltimore by a gentleman named 
Thomas Wildey. Mr. Wildey was born 
in London, England in 1782. He was 
left an orphan five years later, and the 
IOOF pledge to “Educate the Orphan” 
sprang from his personal childhood 
experiences. At the age of fourteen, 
Wildey went to live with an uncle. After 
nine years of schooling, he became an 
apprentice to a maker of coach springs. 
He joined the British Odd Fellows in 

1804.
The full mission of the Odd Fellows 

is to exalt the virtues of friendship, love, 
and truth. Its original mission was for 
members to honor their duty to visit 
the sick, bury the dead, and educate 
orphans.

How the organization came upon 
its name is a matter of some debate, but 
one explanation seems to satisfy most. 
The original members came from the 
working class in areas of trade labor 
that sometimes was not fully identifi-
able (think odd jobs). Somehow the 
odd name has weathered nearly four 
hundred years of bad jokes. The reason 
is simple: Fostering love, truth, and 
friendship is not joke.

During the 150-year history of 
Lodge #97, the organization has sus-
tained its mission through good times 
and bad. At times, membership slipped 
to just five or six men. The group had 
to endure and overcome a fire that 
destroyed their I.O.O.F. building at 
the corner of Fisher and Elgin Roads. 
(The Poolesville Barber Shop and New 
Design Salon occupy the first floor.) 

The Odd Fellow mission today 
is similar but more expansive than its 
origins. The support of widows and 
orphans remains a keystone part of 
their service. Until just a few years ago, 
the Maryland Odd Fellows provided 
retirement facilities in Frederick. 

Bill Hossler, Jim Sporey, Ralph 
Cooley, and Foster Hough are four of 
the longest participating members, to 
name just a few. Foster Hough received 
a special certificate of achievement as 
the senior member, having been part of 
this group for fifty-one years.

Through their raffle and fruit sale, 
the amount of good they perform is 
remarkable. Every year, they provide 
two $1,000 scholarships to deserving 

graduates of PHS. 
At Christmas and 
Thanksgiving they 
provide meals for 
families in need. 

One of their pet 
projects is Hands of 
Love. Useful items 
that some no longer 
need, but others find 
essential, are made 
available to those 
with little or nothing. 
Ever wonder what 

happens to all those leftover items from 
rummage sales? They’re not thrown 
away. The Odd Fellows pack them and 
drive them to distribution locations in 
West Virginia.

Every year, they quietly give funds 
to Alzheimer Research groups, the Red 
Cross, organizations working on heart 
problems, and diabetes. They also un-
ceremoniously find ways to help when 
emergencies arise. After the house fire 
at the Fernandez home on Gott Street, 
one of the first to stop by was a repre-
sentative of the Odd Fellows wanting to 
know how to help.

Working with school administra-
tions, they provide many $50 savings 
bonds as recognition for the community 
service by our young people.

Thomas Dillingham was re-elected 
as the Grand Noble of Lodge #97 this 
year and was installed during the Feb-
ruary 14 dinner.

Through all the material assistance 
they provide, perhaps the most mean-
ingful gift is more important than even 
clothes or money. Twice a year at a 

holiday party and a spring picnic, the 
Odd Fellows host a dinner for the wid-
ows, widowers, and others who may be 
alone and welcoming of the chance to 
break bread and share friendship. Their 
special gift is letting people know a 
simple truth: they are cared for.

Current Members of the Lodge #97 
International Order of the Oddfellows 

Officers: 
Noble Grand - Tom Dillingham 
Vice Grand – Steve Horvath 
Secretary – Spencer Schmidt 
Financial Secretary – Jack Shawver 
Treasurer – Herb White 
Chaplain – Ralph Cooley 

Members
Frank Austin, Gene Bennett, Paul Buckner, Charles DeBree, Michael 
Gresalfi, Henry Hamm, Branwell Hightman, Stephanie Hightman, 
William Hosler, Forest Hough, George Kephart, Jr., Dale Nestor, William 
Poole, Ron Poole, Berley Pruitt, Carroll Saylor, Jim Spory, Rachel Spory, 
Shirley Spory, Whit Shaver, Dr. John Todd, and John Yates. 

Representing Lodge 97 Oddfellows are 
past Noble Grand leaders: l to r Standing 

Ralph Cooley, Bill Poole, Jim Spory, Russell 
West, John Todd, Dale Nestor. Seated: l to 
r Doug Clark (deceased), Herb White, and 

Forest  Hough.  Current Noble Grand is Tom 
Dillingham (not pictured)
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Stringer Home: Now the cedar home next to the 
new Town Hall on Whalen Commons.

The Hall Home: Now the parking lot of M&T Bank.

Merchant Hotel: Dr. Stephen Chiswell White home, now the parking 
lot of Poolesville Tire and Auto.

PHS, 1922: The old siding was bricked over.

Stony Castle:  A grand home still 
on Willard Road.
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Marketplace
ing soda, plain soap and water; 

shop www.ecover.com, www.seven-
thgeneration.com.

18. Buy only Energy Star appli-
ances, doors, and windows (look for 
the yellow Energy Star labels).

19. Avoid out-gassing by using 
wool, cotton, or sisal carpets; buy low 
VOC paints, natural milk paints, non-

flammable natural stains and sealers; 
avoid formaldehyde in insulation, 
glues in flooring installations, wood 
saturated in chemicals.

20. Measure your carbon imprint: 
go to www.climatecrisis.net, www.
earthday.net. If you don’t like what 
you see, please change your actions 
today. The barn you save may be 
yours.

“The Greening of Our Barns” Continued 
From Page 3.
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p.m.  Five stages of live entertain-
ment will showcase a wide range of 
musical styles, headlined by the Gin 
Blossoms.  Derek James kicks off the 
entertainment on Stage I, the City 
Hall Concert Pavilion, at 12:45 p.m., 
followed by The Rembrandts at 2:00 
p.m.  The Gin Blossoms round out 
the music-filled afternoon, taking the 
stage at 3:00 p.m.  

At the “Taste” of Gaithersburg, 
local restaurants will offer delectable 
samples from their menus, including 
a wide range of culinary delights such 
as red crab soup, chicken satay and 
chocolate dipped strawberries.  Tick-
ets, priced at $1.25 each, must be used 
to purchase “Taste” items.  No item 
will sell for more than three tickets.  
Advance “Taste” tickets are on sale 
now at the Activity Center at Bohrer 
Park.  Visit the festival website at 
www.gaithersburgmd.gov/celebrate 
for details.  The “Taste” is sponsored 
in part by GEICO and RCN.  Other 
fair favorites, including funnel cakes 
and ice cream, will be available 
throughout the festival.  “Taste” tick-
ets are not valid at these vendors.  

New this year is a hands-on 
educational Green Zone, sponsored in 
part by General Motors.  Learn about 
the many creatures on our planet with 
the Animal Ambassadors, and visit a 
variety of informational booths with 
plenty of resources to help you go 
green in Gaithersburg.

Artisans, importers and entertain-
ers from around the globe will share 
their wares and talents in the City 
World Market, located in the parking 
lot adjacent to City Hall.  Here you’ll 
find jewelry, baskets, hand woven 
fabrics, floral arrangements, and 
many more one-of-a-kind treasures.  
Sponsored in part by the Montgomery 
College Hispanic Business & Training 
Institute and Lowe’s of Gaithersburg, 
the award-winning City World Mar-
ket is also home to Stage II, featuring 
the Andean sounds of Mystic War-
riors and the Oasis Band, a steel drum 
trio.

Stage III, located on Summit 
Avenue, is the site of this year’s com-
munity performances, featuring such 
crowd favorites as Singing Seniors, 
the Dawn Crafton Dancers, Latina 
Chica Dreamers, and demonstrations 
by Sport & Health.  Latin rhythms 
will resonate from Stage IV, located 
near the intersection of Diamond and 
Park Avenues.  The sounds of the Sin 
Fronteras Mariachi Band and Sol y 
Rumba are sure to get you moving to 
the beat.

Youngsters are in for a special 
treat with activities galore, including 
a mini circus at Stage V, with clowns, 
stilt racing, juggling, balloon sculp-
tures, unicycling and more.  Little 
ones will enjoy wandering through 
Bubble Island, or trying their skills 
on the Forest Oak Boy Scouts rope 
bridge.  Be in your own safety video 
with KinderVision, or visit the amaz-
ing model railroad at the Community 
Museum.  Scattered throughout the 
festival are moon bounces, slides 
and even a rock climbing wall.  The 
kids activity areas are sponsored 
by KinderVision Safety Education 
Program and Washington Parent and 
Washington Woman Magazines. 

The City of Gaithersburg will 
recognize its newest citizens during 
a naturalization ceremony conducted 
at noon at the City Hall Concert 
Pavilion.  Immediately following 
the swearing in, the Mayor and City 
Council will present awards for the 
Distinguished Citizen, Outstanding 
Organization and Friend of Gaithers-
burg.  Also during the ceremony, City 
Hall Park will be officially renamed 
Griffith Park at City Hall, in honor of 
former Gaithersburg Mayor John W. 
Griffith.  Members of his family will 
be on hand to help recognize Mayor 
Griffith’s contributions to the commu-
nity.  The festival ceremony will also 
serve as the public debut for Gaith-
ersburg’s new City Manager, Angel 
Jones, who officially starts work on 
September 29, 2008.

Free shuttle service is available to 
and from satellite parking at Lakefor-
est Shopping Center.  A bike valet 
parking service will be available be-
hind the Victor Litz Music Center off 
of Summit Avenue.  Free parking is 
also available at the public garage on 
the corner of South Summit and Olde 
Towne Avenues.  Additional parking 
is available at the Activity Center at 
Bohrer Park, less than a quarter mile 
from the festival area.  Please note 
that no alcohol, skateboards, roller-
blades, bicycles, or pets are allowed at 
the event. 

For a complete festival sched-
ule visit the City’s website at www.
gaithersburgmd.gov/celebrate or call 
301-258-6350.
Sinatra Lovers Will Love Steve Lip-
pia at Weinberg Center for the Arts

Ol’ Blue Eyes would be proud. 
Sinatra’s classic crooning and snazzy 
styling live on in Steve Lippia, one of 
today’s most prominent, sought-after 
vocalists. Together with his ten-piece 
band, Steve brings a contemporary 
touch to the swing tunes, traditional 

pop, and soulful ballads that Sina-
tra sung so well. “Steve’s the best 
young singer I’ve heard in twenty-
five years,” says Sinatra’s pianist and 
conductor Vincent Falcone. Local 
music lovers are sure to agree who 
attend the September 21 performance 
at 2:00 p.m.  Ticket information can be 
obtained at www.weinbergcenter.org.
53rd Annual Potomac Country 
House Tour

Mark your calendar for October 
4 and 5.  The Women of St. Francis 
Church in Potomac sponsor this event 
yearly.  All proceeds benefit local, re-
gional, and worldwide charities.  Our 
2007 tour gave over $60,000 to chari-
ties.  Over four hundred community 
volunteers are needed for the two day 
event.

Along with spectacular homes to 
visit, the tour has new items on this 
year’s agenda including antique cars, 
custom motorcycles, family heir-
looms and collections, green ideas for 
landscaping, and a special Christmas 
shop.  The special draw is Crown’s 
Grant Round Hill Mansion, a 28,000 
square foot mansion.  Other enticing 
homes include a Potomac River view 
home, a French manor house whose 
kitchen was featured in Home and 
Garden Magazine, and a Poolesville 

“Big Board” Continued From Page 15. country estate which won the 2008 
Maryland National Capital Building 
Industry Association’s Gold Award 
for Best Traditional Custom Home.

Tickets for the event at $20.00 
pre-event and $25.00 day of the event.  
Contact: Carol Jarvis, Jarvis.carol@
gmail.com at 301-299-4296 or Beth 
Hunter, 301-217-0558, hunterbeth@
comcast.net
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Youth Sports
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FREE
ESTIMATES

Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Office Phone: 301-977-1415

With Coupon Only. Not Valid With Any Other Offer. Exp 9/27/08.

With Coupon Only. Not Valid With Any Other Offer. Exp 9/27/08.

With Coupon Only. Not Valid With Any Other Offer. Exp 9/27/08.

$100 OFF
Each Window

$500 OFF
Any Complete Deck

$500 OFF
Any Complete Siding Installation

WINDOW SPECIAL

SIDING SPECIAL

DECK SPECIAL

MHIC #125107

Remodeling
Kitchens
Baths
Additions
Garages
Sheds

Deck
s

Your Full Service
Home Improvement Contractor

Call
Now

Call Chris Giarratano
Your Local Representative at

301-351-7524


